

Bomb destroys French plane in Chad 

“ PARIS (R^— Aboinb hidden in a suhcasc destroyed an airliner 
of the fteikh ctVffian airline UTA at N’djamefla aiiport in Chad 
Saturday and 19 people were slightly injured, the French External 
' Relations Ministry said. A spokesman said the explosion in the 
baggage compartment blasted the DOR as it was waiting on the 
tarmac to take off for- Paris with 100 passengers on board. The 
blast sparked a fire 'which spread rapidly and totally destroyed the 
aircraft.- The spokesman said nobody had claimed responsibility 
so far for the attack, but that the French government strongly 
denounced recourse to such methods. N’djamena’s civilian air- 
port acts as a base for French Jaguar and Mirage fighter planes 
supporting Bepcb troops rent to Chad last year to help the 
government of President Hissene Habre against Libyan-backed 
-rebels. The spokesman said none of the military aircraft were 
dam aged .in the attach. 
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Rabat appeals for Gulf ceasefire 

RABAT (R) — King Hassan of Morocco, current chairman of the 
Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC), called on Iran and 
Iraq Saturday to stop their war and negotiate under the auspices 
of the organisation. "The world cannot continue to watch as 
spectators this immense genocide which Is striking hundreds of 
thousands of innocents. Vigorous action must be undertaken to 
put an end to the reign of madness and folly,” the king said. In his 
appeal sent to Tehran and Baghdad, the king said it would be an 
honour for Morocco to welcome leaders from Iran and Iraq for 
talks with the Islamic peace committee set up by the OIC to 
mediate in the Gulf war. The OIC has failed in repeated efforts to 
persuade Iran, which demands the overthrow of the Iraqi gov- 
ernment and hundreds of billions of dollars in war "reparations”, 
to go to the negotiating table. 

See stories related to Golf war on page 2 
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PLF factions 
dash in Baalbek. 


BAALBEK (R) — A Palestinian 
commando was. killed Friday, and 
two were injured in a dash bet- 
ween rival, factions in the east 
Lebanese town of Baalbek, res- 
idents said. r Tfaey . said fighting 
broke out between two groups of 
the - Palestine Liberation Front 
(PLF), a small organisation led by 
Talaat Yacoiib. Dissidents opp- 
osed to Mr. Yacoub attacked his 
office in a Palestinian refugee p 
camp in Baalbek. One of the gua- 
rds at the PLF office was killed 
and two commandos, one from 
each side, injured, the residents 
said. A number of cars were burnt. 

Andreotti begins 
Kbartoum talks 

KHARTOUM (R) — Italian For- 
eign Minister Giu&o Andreotti 
and Sudan’s Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Mirghani Mubarak 
Satuiday discussed Middle East, 
African and international issues, 
the official Sudanese News Age- 
ncy SUNA reported. It quoted 
Mr. Mubarak as saying their views 
were identical on issues of mutual 
concern, the Palestinian question, 
Lebanon, Chad and the Gulf war. 

Top Kremlin aide 
arrives In Syria 

DAMA5CUS (AP) — Soviet 
Firs* Deputy Foreign Minister 
Geidar Aliyev heading an official 
delegation arrived here Saturday 
at the invitation of the Syrian gov- 
ernmem. Mr. Aliyev was met at 
the airport by Syrian Foreign Min- 
ister Abdul Halim Khaddam. The 
Soviet official is to hold talks with 
Syrian leaders on bilateral issues 
and the situation in Lebanon. and 
the Middle East. Mr; Aliyev was 
due here last month, but his visit 
was postponed because of. the 
death of Soviet leader Yuri And- 
ropov. 

Pakistan gets 6 
more F-lds 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Another 
batch of six advanced F-l 6 fig- 
hters planes supplied by the Uni- 
ted States arrived. in Pakistan Sat- 
urday raising the number of such 
planes to 12, an official statement 
said. The planes are pan of a total 
of 40 F-I6s which the U.S. has 
promised to sell to Pakistan under 
a S3 J billion military and eco- 
nomic aid package. Pakistan rec- 
eived the first batch of six F-l 6s in 
January last year.. 

Irish Protestant 
marchers attacked 

LONDONDERRY, Northern 
Ireland (AP) — Police and spe- 
ctators bad to dive for cover Sat- 
urday when gunmen opened fire 
on a Protestant protest march in 
Lo«binderTy, Northern Ireland's 
second -largest city, authorities 
said. -Pottra said a dozen shots 
were fired war the city centre 
fro rathe Roman Catholic Bogsfcte 
district . Two officers returned fire, 
police spokesman said. There 
were no immediate reports of inj- 
uries. The parade was to protest a 
British government decision all- 
owing Londonderry City Council 
(o change its name to Derry City 
Council, a move opposed by the 
city’s Protestant leaders. 
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Arafat meets 

Hussein. Li 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 
and Lamia K. Andoni 
Jordan Times staff reporters 

AMMAN — Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat 
arrived here Saturday and held separate 
meetings with His Majesty King Hussein and 
Chinese President Li Xiannian, currently on 
a six-day state visit to Jordan. 


In a statement be gave on arr- 
ival at Amman airport, Mr. Arafat 
said his visit is "a continuation of 
the latest talks” he held with King 
Hussein at the end of February. 
The visit conies as "the app- 
lication of what we agreed upon to 
develop our common action on all 
levels and our co-ordination to act 
together," be said. 

Mr. Arafat said the first round 
of discussions between him and 
King Hussein and between Jor- 
danian and Palestinian del- 
egations was examined and eva- 
luated during a two-day meeting 
in Tunis of the Central Committee 
of Fateh, the mainstream com- 
mando movement in the PLO. Mr. 
Arafat arrived from Tunis acc- 
ompanied by his political adviser 
Khaied AJ Hassan. 

. . In his meeting with Mr. Arafat 
Saturday, President Li told the 
Palestinian leader that China con- 
tinuously supports the PLO in its 
struggle. China has frequency 
expressed its support for the PLO 
as the sole legitimate rep- 
resentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple, Mr. Li pointed out. 

Mr., Arafat responded warmly 
to President U's support sta- 
tement and said: "A friend in need 
is a friend indeed." 

"You have suffered many wars 
and came a long way." the Chi- 
nese president told Mr.- Arafat, 
who replied: " There are still many 
fights ahead." 

. “A good horse is the one that 
tolerates long distances," Pre- 
sident Li added. 

• Upon receiving Mr. Arafat at 
the Guest Palace, President Li 
embraced the Palestinian leader 
and told him that he has not cha- 
nged since his first visit to Peking 
in 1964. Both leaders later dis- 


cussed Middle East and Pal- 
estinian issues. 

Political analysts said the mee- 
ting was a political boost for Mr. 
Arafat in his current conflict with 
rebels challenging his leadership 
of the PLO. 

Later in the day. King Husse in 
received Mr. Arafat at AJ Nadwa 1 
Palace and resumed talks on joint 
political moves for a Palestinian 
solution. Mr. Arafat’s current visit 
is the second in 10 days after the 
resumption of the talks. 

A joint communique issued on 
March 1 after five days of talks 
between the King and Mr. Arafat 
affirmed the intention of both- 
sides to continue discussions on a 
joint strategy for a Palestinian set- 
tlement. 

Mr. Arafat told the Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra, he would 
discuss with the King joint 
Jordan-PLO moves during his 
.current three-day visit. But PLO . 
officials said further talks on co- 
ordinating a joint approach tow- 
ards the Middle East and the Pal- 
estinian problem might be delayed 
until after Mr. Arafat meets Saudi 
Arabia's King Fahd in Riyadh on 
Tuesday. 

In a speech at a banquet hosted 
by King Hussein Thursday, Pre- 
sident Li. who is the first Chinese 
head of slate to visit Jordan, voi- 
ced sympathy for the sufferings of 
the Palestinians and supported the 
Arab struggle to regain usurped 
land and rights. 

President Li attacked Israel and 
criticised the United States ind- 
irectly for not recognising the leg- 
itimate rights of the Palestinians, 
and called for Israel's withdrawal 
from Arab lands occupied since 
1967. China does not have any 
diplomatic ties with Israel. 



Fateh approves 
Jordan-PLO 
accord on talks 


Chinese President Li Xiannian gestures to His Maj- 
esty King Hussein during a visit be made to the Dead 
Sea Saturday accompanied by His Royal Highness 


Crown Prince Hassan, Her Highness Princess Sar- 
vath and senior Jordanian officials (Petra photo! 


Chinese leader briefed on 
projects in Jordan Valley 


JORDAN VALLEY (Petra) — 
His Majesty King Hussein and 
Chinese President Li Xiannian 
Saturday attended a luncheon 
held near the Dead Sea hosted in 
their honour by Armed Forces 
Comniander-in-Chief Lt.-Gen. 
Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker. The two 
leaders heard a briefing on the 
development of the Armed Forces 
and their duties and activities. 

The luncheon was attended by 
Ui " P Tli1lh t ffl'ni — /"* — rn Prince 
Hassan. Her Highness Princess' 
Sarvath. Prime Minister Ahmad 
•Obeidat. Court Minister Adnan 
Abu Odeh. Chief Chamberlain 
Prince Ra’d lbn Zaid. Army Chief 
of Staff Li.-Gcn. Fathi Abu Taleb 
and senior army officers. 

Earlier, the Chinese president 
was accompanied by Prince Has- 
san on a tour of the Jordan Valley 
region. During the tour. Prince 
Hassan briefed Mr. Li and the 
accompanying delegation on dev- 
elopment projects in the region. 

He also spoke about the cha- 
llenges which Jordan has to face 
and the economic and social con- 
sequences of Israel's ill practices 


which aim at evicting Arab people 
from their land to build set- 
tlements in the occupied West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

Jordan Valley Authority (J VA) 
President Munther Haddadin pre- 
sented a briefing to the Chinese 
leader on plans for developing the 
Jordan Valley since 1959, esp- 
ecially in the agricultural field. 

Dr. Haddadin also presented a 
token gift to the Chinese president 
_ro .commemorate his visit to the 
Jordan Valley. Later. Prince Has- 
san accompanied the Chinese pre- 
sident. his wife and the acc- 
ompanying delegation to a model 
farm and visited the Unknown 
Soldiers Monument set up to 
commemorate the martyrs of the 
1968 Kara me h Battle. 

The Chinese president, his wife 
and Their Majesties King Hussein 
a banquet held Friday evening at 
banquet held Friday evening at 
Amra hotel in Amman by Prime 
Minister Ahmad ‘Obeidat and his 
wife. The banquet was attended 
by Their Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hassan and Princess Sar- 
vath as well as senior officials and 


the Chinese delegation. 

Official talks 

Also on Friday, official Jor- 
danian and Chinese talks con- 
tinued at the Prime Ministry. The 
talks, headed by Mr. ‘Obeidat and 
Chinese Vice Premier of the Slate 
Council Tiao Jiyun dealt with 
cementing Jordanian-Chinese 
economic and trade co-operation, 
and exports of Jordanian potash, 
phosphates and chemical fer- 
tilisers to China as well as ways of 
bolstering cultural ties. The two 
sides also reviewed steps towards 
operating flights between Peking 
and Amman. 

Mrs. Lin Jiamci. the Chinese 
president's wife, accompanied by 
Princess Sarvath Saturday visited 
the Young Women Muslim Ass- 
ociation centre at Uram A! Hiran 
and heard a briefing on the cen- 
tre's activities and programmes. 
The centre caters for the needs of 
150 handicapped children. 

Profiles of the Chinese visitors on 
page 3 


By Lamis K. Andoni 

and Salameh B. Ne’matt 

Jordan Times staff reporters 

AMMAN — The leadership of 
Fateh, the largest commando 
group within the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO), has 
approved a basic Jordan-PLO 
agreement to continue dialogue 
on formulating joint strategy in 
efforts to solve the Palestinian 
problem, a senior PLO official 
said Saturday. 

Khaied Ai Hassan, a top pol- 
itical advisor to PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat.- told the Jordan 
Times that “the Central Com- 
mittee of Fateh has approved and 
highly estimated the joint 
Palestinian-Jordanian statement 
(of March 1, ‘1984) on future 
co-operation and joint political 
moves.’’ 

The joint statement issued here 
Iasi week said that both sides have 
agreed to continue talks on joint 
political moves to canvass ini-, 
emaiionai support for the Pal- 
estinian cause and to work tow- 
ards the implementation of an 
Arab peace plan adopted in Mor- 
occo in September 1982. 

Last year, the joint talks fou- 
ndered when the Fateh Central 
Committee vetoed a draft agr- 
eement reached by His Majesty 
King Hussein and Mr. Arafat. But 
during last week's talks the sen- 
sitive issues of representation and 
peace initiatives were not raised 
and the emphasis was on points on 


which both sides have identical 
views. 

Mr. Hassan. who arrived from 
Tunis Saturday with Mr. Arafat, 
said the Fateh Central Committee 
has discussed last week's talks and 
expressed satisfaction with their 
results. 

He said the committee meeting, 
held in Tunis earlier this week, 
focussed on organisational issues 
such as the preparation for a Fateh 
congress expected to be held in 
Algiers soon. He gave no date for 
the convening of the Fateh con- 
gress. 

Palestinian sources have Mid 
the Jordan Times that the Fateh 
congress will be held prior to a 
Palestine National Council (PNC) 
meeting so that the commando 
movement can submit a unified 
and clear strategy to the council. 
But Mr. Hassan said that the tim- 
ing of the Fateh congress bears no 
significance to the PNC session. 

The PNC, the Palestine 
parliament-in-exile, was sup- 
pressed to convene last February 
but was delayed due to failure of 
reconciliation efforts between 
Fateh and other Palestinian fac- 
tions in the PLO which opposed 
Mr. Arafafs visit to Cairo last 
December. 

Mr. Hassan said that a "last" 
round of deliberations between 
Fateh and Nayef Hawatmeh. lea- 
der of the Democratic From far 
the Liberation of Palestine 

(Continued on page 3) 


Jordan goes to 
polls tomorrow 


Kuwait raps U.S. attitude 
towards arms for Jordan 


Lebanese leaders head for peace 
conference amid renewed violence 


KUWAIT (AP) — The Kuwaiti 
ambassador to Washington was 
quoted Saturday as criticising U.S. 
plans to arm a so-called Jordanian 
“rap'd deployment force”, for the 
defence of the Gulf region. 

Sheikh Saud Nasser Al Sabah 
told the newspaper Al Watan that 
Washington has been “employing 
absurd justifications to arm a Jor- 
danian rapid deployment force.” 

He' said that the purported jus- 
tification of “ defending the Gulf is 
rejected.” 

The paper said that the Reagan 
administration was telling Con- 
gress that arming the 8,000-strong 
Jordanian force was necessary to 
defend the oil-producing Gulf reg- 


“The armies of Kuwait and Jor- 
dan are practically one army, and 
if the Jordanian army were needed 
in Kuwait it would be there in 24 
hours.” Sheikh Saud told AJ 
Watan in the interview, which was 
conducted in Washington. “The 
Americans are trying to use the 
Gulf countries? defence as a pre- 
text to gain congressional app- 
roval of the arms deal for Jordan." 

Jordan, he said, was seeking 
U.S. arms"merely to defend itself 
against Israel and to contribute to 
the security of other Arab cou- 
ntries." 

"To involve the Gulf stales in 
this is absurd." added Sheikh 
Sand. 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Artillery 
blasts and sporadic gunfire echoed 
through Beirut Saturday as Leb- 
anese leaders left here and Dam- 
ascus for their reconciliation talks 
in Switzerland. 

At mid- afternoon, efforts were 
under way to arrange a ceasefire in 
the southern suburbs of the capital 
to end shelling barrages which 
broke out when a Lebanese army 
officer was killed by a sniper in the 
Shiyan area. 

Fighting that intensified Friday 
afternoon along the "green line” 
that divides mainly Muslim west 
Beirut from the mostly Christian 
east side continued through the 
night and onto Saturday, at times 
involving neighbourhoods all 
along the four kilometre length of 
the front. 

Police said five people were kil- 
led and 30 injured in the clashes 
overnight and Saturday. 


Lebanese President Amin 
Gemayel called Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad by telephone and 
"exchanged views on efforts to 
close Lebanese ranks,” the state- 
run Beirut Radio said. 

Mr. Gemayel later left Lebanon 
on a private plane for Geneva, 
Switzerland, where he was to 
spend the night before heading 
Sunday to the conference site in 
Lausanne. Switzerland, according 
to palace officials who asked that 
their names not be used, the Ass- 
ociated Press said. 

Prime Minister Shafik AJ Waz- 
zan. who was with Mr. Gemayel 
during his telephone conversation 
with Mr. Assad, told reporters aft- 
erwards: "We hope the rec- 
onciliation dialogue in Lausanne 
will put an end to Lebanon's ago- 
nies and provide a new start for a 
better life." 

The two right-wing Christian 


leaders invited to the conference. 
ex-President Camille Chamoun 
and Falangist Party chief Pierre 
Gemayel, father of President 
Gemayel, left for Lausanne via 
Cyprus, Falangist radio reported. 

Opposition leaders left Dam- 
ascus on a special flight to Lau- 
sanne after consultations in the 
Syrian capital. 

They were Progressive Socialist 
Party (PSP) leader Waiid Jun- 
blatt, ShPite “AmaT chief Nabih 
Bern and ex-Premier Rashid Kar- 
ami. Ex-President Suleiman Fra- 
njieh. who earlier had talks with 
President Hafez Assad, was due to 
follow later. 

Mr. Bern said before leaving 
Damascus: “I am not optimistic 
over the results of the Lausanne 

(Continued on page 3) 

Lebanese factions io negotiate with 
most of their forces intact, page 4 


By AJffah A. JKaloti 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanians go to the 
polls tomorrow. Monday, to elect 
deputies to fill eight vacant seats in 
the Lower House of Parliament 
representing the East Bank. 

All government departments 
and public institutions will be clo- 
sed Monday to allow all citizens to 
take pan in the by-elections, acc- 
ording to an official communique 
issued by the Prime Ministry Sat- 
urday. 

Citizens are expected Monday 
to cast their votes to fill the eight 
East Bank seats, vacant at present 
as a result of death over the past 
10 years. 

The last elections were held in 
1967 to elect deputies for a par- 
liament which was suspended in 
1974. 

The total number of candidates 
for the parliamentary by-election 
in all the constituencies in the East 
Bank is 102 of which 36 nominees 
are in the Amman Goveraorate, 
16 in Irbid, 27 in Balqa. 18 in 
Karak and four in the special dis- 
trict of Tafileh. 

The total number reached 1 1 6 
before nominations were closed 
Feb- 20 after five days of reg- 
istration. 

Thirteen nominees withdrew 


their candidacies in various gov- 
emorates except for Tafileh where 
none withdrew. 

Each voter will be requested to 
present an identification card, eit- 
her issued by the Civil Reg- 
istration Department, or by the 
General Passports Department 
before being allowed to cast his or 
her vote. 

The total number of registered 
voters, both male and female, in 
various governorates is 558.581, 
of which 237,624 are in Amman 
Govemorate, 145.436 in Irbid, 
93,729 in Balqa. 64,412 in Karak 
and 17.3R0 in Tafileh. 

The total number of ballot 
boxes is 375 in Amman. 207 in 
Irbid, 127 in Balqa. 90 in Karak 
and 95 in Tafileh, according to 
election officials. Each box will 
take only 500 to 1 ,000 ballot pap- 
ers. 

The list of candidates for each 
constituency will be displayed at a 
prominent place in the voting boo- 
ths. 

Arar warns violators 

Deputy Prime Minister and Int- 
erior Minister Suleiman Arar Sat- 
urday expressed hope that the ele- 
ction process will be conducted in 
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Election campaigns focus on occupation, democracy and economy 

Jordanians go to the polls on Monday so elect eight members for the j I terms at the National Consultative policies were not consisteni 

vacant Easz Bank seats mihe Lower House ofParliamenL This is ihe j I Council (NCC). “the State of war that Jon 


Jordanians go to the polls on Monday so elect eight members for the 
vacant East Bank seats in the Lower House of ParliamenL This is the 
first of two articles on the issues raised by individual candidates in their 
election campaigns. The second article will appear in tomorrow's 
Jordan Times. 


By Lamb K. Andoni 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

THE liberation of Israeli occupied 
Arab land, the enhancement of 
democratic freedoms, the dev- 
elopment of national industries 
end agriculture lave been the 
focia of most of the election pro- 
grammes of the candidates com- 
peting for the. vacant seat rep- 
resenting Amman in the Lower 
House of Parliament 
Rejection of what they call 
“ capitulatory settlements” for the 
Palestinian questions and calls for. 
the strengthening of the Jordanian 
Armed Forces have been two 
important slogans that are raised 
by . many of the candidates who 
. touched upon political issues. It 
was noted, however that a number 


of candidates, especially among 
those represent big clans and bel- 
ong to the older generation, eva- 
ded political issues and based their ■ 
election campaign on "readiness . 
to serve the citizeni” 

Mr. Mifleh Al Ldwzi is con- 
sidered one of (he stronger can- 
didates who belong to the last cat-' 
egory. Mr. Lawzi, a 57-year-old - 
landowner, says he was motivated 
by a “feeling of responsibility to 
serve the people.” 

He- does not believe in what be 
refers to as"unattainable slogans” 
that some candidates raise. 

Yet other candidates running 
. for the Amman area disagree on 
the basis that these are not slogans 
but rather “principles" that will 
define their position towards any 
question raised in the Lower 



Miflefa Al Lawzi 
House. 

But, Mr. Lawzi says that he bel- 
ieves that “the Palestinian issue is 
the central cause of Arabs and. 
Muslims, and he expresses hope 
that “God will enable (he Arab 
Nation ta bear the responsibility 
of restoring the occupied Arab 


Leith Eshbeilat 
land” 

"Our dignity will be regained 
only if we liberate the occupied 
Arab land which we hope to. 
under the leadership of His Maj- 
esty King Hussein,” he says. 

Mr. Lawzi perceives bis role as a 
member of the Lower House is to 


Fares Al Nabulsi 

keep up with the daily problems of 
the people and to be able .to con- 
vey it as their elected rep- 
resentative. He draws on a long 
14-year experience serving as the 
mayor of Al Jbeiha (a district in 
the Amman Govemorate) and his 
membership for two consecutive 


terms at the National Consultative 
Council (NCC). 

The NCC was established in 
1978 as a temporary replacement 
for the Lower House and dis- 
solved last January upon the res- 
toration of the Lower House. 
Members of the NCC were app- 
ointed by the government and it 
did not have the foil power of a 
legislative body. 

Mr. Leith Eshbeilat and Mr. 
Fares Al Nabulsi, who are also 
considered two of the strongest ' 
candidates in the Amman area, 
unveiled their corapaign on com- 
prehensive election programmes . 
reflecting distinct political lines. 

Mr. Eshbeilat* s programme is 
based on Islamic principles and 
directed towards establishing “a 
society that is aware of the threats 
it faces.” During his term as NCC 
member, Mr- Eshbeilat usually 
did not direct his criticism towards, 
any specific policies per se but att- 
acked its underlining philosophy. 
He also indicated that government 


policies were not consistent with 
“the state of war that Jordan is 
passing through.” During the dis- 
cussion of 1984 budget at the 
NCC last year, Mr. Eshbeilat 
asked: "What is the use of bui- 
lding economic achievements if 
we cannot defend it?” 

Thus, according to Mr. Esh- 
beilat’s election programme, "the 
society should be turned into a 
military apparatus to defend Jor- 
dan against the Israeli threat.” 
The programme of Mr. Nabulsi, 
a 37-year old lawyer, is directed 
towards “enhancing and dev- 
eloping Jordan’s economic, sbeial, 
political and military capabilities 
to counter the Israeli threat." 

Mr. Nabulsi, however, adopts a 
rather secular and internationalist 
approach and stresses solidarity 
with "the national liberation mov- 
ements iu the world.” 

The Palestinian question is con- 
sidered by both Mr. Eshbeilat and 

(Continued on page 3) 
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U.S. panel says Iranian 
attack will probably fail 


C Miles 


WASHINGTON (R) — Iran has mustered three- 
quarters of a million troops, including women and 
boys, for a decisive stroke against Iraq but it will 
probably fail, according to a panel of U.S. str- 
ategists. 


Whatever the outcome, it is unl- 
ikely that the superpowers would 
intervene or the world be plunged 
into a new oil crisis, they said at a 
news conference sponsored by the* 
private Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies (CSIS) on 
Friday. 

The team conceded that it was 
working in the dark to a great ext- 
ent. lacking detailed knowledge of 
damage suffered by both sides in 
the 42-month-old war and their 
remaining capabilities. 

One panelist said most expens 
in Washington believed that after 
the new Iranian offensive the war 
would drag on much as before. 

Shireen Hunter, a former Ira- 
nian diplomat now on rhe CSIS 
staff, said some. 700.000 to 

800,000 Iranians, including 
women and teenage boys, had 


been massed for a three-pronged 
assault aimed at breaking the sta- 
lemate in the long war of attrition. 

Panel members said they bel- 
ieved Iran had decided to strike 
now because Iraq bad str- 
engthened its economic and mil- 
itary positions in the past year and. 
further improvements were likely 
in the next 12 months. 

They said Iraq had increased its 
oil exports from 800,000 to 

900.000 barrels a day through 
Turkey and further outlets were 
planned through Jordan and Saudi 
Arabia. Fresh arms supplies had 
been secured from the Soviet 
Union and France. 

“ Iran knows this, and this off- 
ensive is Iran's chance to catch 
Iraq before things get better," said 
Thomas McNaugher, a security 
analyst with the private Brookings 


Institution. 

But he said jhere was a 60 per 
cent probability Iraq would hail 
the onslaught after an “enormous 
amount of bloodshed" and there 
would be no fundamental chaage 
in the war. 

“Iraq’s advantage in defensive 
positions, artillery, armour and 
perhaps air power face Iran 1 s boy 
and man power, the former being 
used in human wave attacks to 
weaken Iraq." former Pentagon 
planner Harlan Ullman said. 

The panel members said they 
believed the United States and its 
allies could ensure a free flow of 
oil through the Gulf if Iran tried to 
choke it ofL 

If there were a short-term dis- 
ruption, demand could be met by 
increased production by Libya, 
Nigeria. Venezuela and Mexico, 
Miss Hunter said, adding that 
world oil stocks were good. 

' “One would not see a panic 
.(but) there is a danger of com- 
placency" the former Iranian dip- 
lomat said. 


GCC ministers start talks in Riyadh 


RIYADH (R) — Foreign Min- 
isters of the six member-countries 
of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) began two days of talks in 
Riyadh Saturday against the bac- 
kground of a threatened new 
flare-up in the Iraq-Iran war. 

Officials said the 41 -month old 
conflict, together with the security 
of their oil-rich region, are exp- 
ected to dominate discussions by 
the ministers from Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE). Oman. Bahrain and 
Qatar. 

The Gulf Arab states support 
Iraq in the war, injecting billions 
of dollars into its war-beleaguered 
economy, 

‘ In an opening speech, Qatar’ s 
minister of state for foreign aff- 


airs, Sheikh 'Ahmad Ibn Seif A1 
Thani. called on Iran to respond to 
peace initiatives aimed at ending 
the costly conflict. 

Sheikh Ahmad said the six sta- 
tes were concerned about the rec- 
ent escalation in fighting and 
urged Iran to respond to peace ini- 
tiatives. 

Iraq has made repeated calls for 
peace talks but Iran still demands 
a return to pre-war borders, bil- 
lions of dollars in reparations and 
the fall of the Iraqi government. , 

Kuwait’s foreign minister. She- 
ikh Sabah A1 Ahmad A1 Sabah, 
told reporters before leaving for 
Riyadh that the six Arab Gulf nat- 
ions were prepared to resume 
their mediation in the war. 


Past efforts at mediation by 
Kuwait, closest to the wax’s fro- 
nt! nes, and the UAE have ended 
in failure. 

Sheikh Sabah, also deputy pre- 
mier, said the security of nav- 
igation in the Strait of Hormuz 
was“ not only the affair of the Gulf 
states but concerns the whole 
world.” 

Iran has repeatedly threatened 
to close the 24-mile wide passage 
if Iraq disrupts its oil shipments. 

A sixth of the non-Communist 
oil shipments pass through the 
narrow waterway at the mouth of 
the Gulf and American. French 
and British warships are stationed 
nearby to secure Western interests 
should the strait be closed. 


Riyadh supports Iraqi call for meeting 


RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabia 
supports a call by Iraq for an Arab 
League foreign ministers' meeting 
in Baghdad next Tuesday to dis- 
cuss the Gulf war, the official 
Saudi Press Agency said Saturday. 

Iraq called for the special mee- 
ting to discuss latest developments 
in the Iran-Iraq war after a major 
Iranian offensive launched last 
month. 

The call followed a visit to Bag- 
hdad by Arab League 
Secretary-General Chadli Klibi. 


The Saudi agency said Saudi 
Arabia's Arab League rep- 
resentative Taber Radwan had 
already informed the general sec- 
retariat of his country’s approval 
of the proposed meeting. 

Other countries which have 
endorsed the meeting include Jor- 
dan, Djibouti. Tunisia, Bahrain, 
Sudan. North Yemen, Oman and 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO). 

In Kuwait, Deputy Prime Min- 


ister and Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah Al- Ahmad A1 Sabah told., 
reporters his country welcomed 
the Iraqi request and hoped the 
projected meeting would lead to a 
realignment of the Arab World 
and bring peace to the area. 

The Kuwaiti News Agency said. 
Sheikh Sabah made the statement' 
before, leaving for a meeting in 
Riyadh Saturday of foreign min- 
isters of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council. 


Tunisia denies shift in attitude on Sahara conflict 


RABAT (R) — Tunisia Friday 
denied that it had changed its att- 
itude towards the Western Sahara 
conflict and had joined Algeria in 
putting pressure on Morocco. 

In a statement published by the 
Moroccan News Agency MAP. 
the Tunisian embassy quoted ext- 
racts from a joint communique 
issued this week in Tunis alter 
talks between the ruling Tunisian 
Socialist Destour Party (SDP) and 


the ruling Algerian FLN party. 

The embassy said the SDP and 
FLN had appealed for a solution 
to the Western Sahara question on 
the basis of Organisation of Afr- 
ican Unity (OAU) resolutions 
adopted by the U.N. General Ass- 
embly. 

The Tunisian statement was 
made after Ahmad Alaoui, Mor- 
occan minister of state without 
portfolio, wrote in a pro- 


government newspaper Friday 
that the Tunisian SDP had esp- 
oused Algerian arguments in fav- 
our of the Polisario Front, which is 
fighting Morocco for the ind- 
ependence of the Western Sahara. 

King Hassan of Morocco has 
urged the chairman of the OAU to 
set aside "vain controversies" and 
arrange a ceasefire and ref- 
erendum in the Western Sahara. 
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Israel arrests more than 
60 Arabs in Gaza Strip 


AMMAN (Petra) — More than 
sixty Arab citizens from the occ- 
upied Gaza Strip have been arr- 
ested as pa# of a large campaign 
of arrests carried out by the Israeli 
occupation authorities. 

People who are below thirty 
years of age have been banned 
from crossing the River Jordan to 
the East Bank, Jordan News Age- 
ncy, Petra quoted people arriving 
from the occupied West Bank as 
saying. 

According to Petra, this mea- 
sure comes in the aftermath of an 
explosion which took place Wed- 
nesday in an Israeli bus in the Isr- 
aeli port of Ashdod. 

Meanwhile the former Mayor of 
Nablud B assam Al Shaka'a rej- 
ected Israel's unjust conditions 
under which the Israeli authorities 


will allow him to go to the United 
States for medical treatment. 

The Israelis Thursday informed 
Mr. Shaka'a that he can go to the 
United States once be undertakes 
not to meet with any Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
member or deliver any speeches 
wherein he attacks Israel or visit 
any Arab country. 

Israel had earlier asked Mr. 
Shaka'a to leave Israel via Lod 
Airport, a condition which he rej- 
ected and described as hum- 
iliating. Petra added. 

The Jordanian Government has 
banned all West Bankers from 
leaving the occupied territories 
except through Prince Moh- 
ammad and King Hussein Bri- 
dges. 


Egyptian premier opens 
international trade fair 


CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — Prime 
Minister Fuad Mohieddin Sat- 
urday opened Cairo's 17th Ann- 
ual International Trade Fair with 
Exhibition from 35 countries, inc- 
luding Israel- 

Fair officials said a total of 
1.224 foreign and 121 Egyptian 
firms were represented at the var- 
ious national pavfllioos. 

The American paviUion, one of 
the largest, displayed building and 
construction materials, agr- 
icultural and irrigation equ- 
ipment, electric power mac- 
hine ary and agrobusiness, food- 
processing and packaging equ- 
ipment. 


The pavillion also included a 
special exhibit by the U.S. Agency 
for International Development 
(AID) on aspects of Egyptian- 
American economic cooperation. 
Egypt has been receiving S750 
million annually in U.S. economic 
aid in recent years. 

. The Israeli pavillion featured 
products from 30 companies, inc- 
luding agricultural machinary. 
electronic equipment, textiles and 
shoes. 

Israeli Trade and Industry Min- 
ister Gideon Patt was among sev- 
eral foreign cabinet ministers inv- 
ited to the fair opening. 


Threat to oil supplies doubted 
despite resurgence in Gulf war 


By David Mason 

Associated Press 

LONDON (AP) — The res- 
urgence in fighting between Iran 
and Iraq has focused new att- 
ention on possibilities that the 
3 Mi -year-old conflict may lead to 
an interruption of oil supplies 
from the Gulf. 

But opinions among Western 
governments and intelligence ana- 
lysts vary over what course the 
struggle may take. 

With the war lately spreading to 
attacks od ships, oil consumers are 
concerned about the Strait of 
Hormuz, at the lower end of the 
Gulf, which is the gateway for 20 
per cent of the west's oil. 

Iranian President Ali Khamenei 
said Friday that if Iraq undermines 
Iran’s ability to export oil or if for- 
eign powers intervene to support 
Iraq, then “we shall not allow oth- 
ers to use the strait either.” 

Progress of the war. which 
began in 1 980 has been difficult to 
follow because access to combat 
zones by Western military att- 
aches and journalists has been 
sharply restricted. Communiques 
from Tehran and Baghdad, if 
taken at face value, would pro- 
bably add up to the destruction 
already of both sides’ military pot- 
ential. 

But clearly the costs of the con- 
flict have been immense. 

The international committee .of 
the Red Cross in Geneva, in a rare 
public criticism of governments, 
last month said both Iran and Iraq 
are endangering “the life and fre-. 
edom of tens of thousands of vic- 
tims ...” and flouting “the fun- 
damental principles of int- 
ernational humanitarian law.” 

Col. Jonathan Alford of the Int- 


ernational Institute for Strategic 
Studies said that he doubted Iran 
would close the Strait of Hormuz 
because it would be “cutting oft its 
nose to spite its face." Iran itself 
puts an estimated 1 .5 million bar- 
rels of oil daily through the strait. 

Mr. Alford and other analysts 
also feel that Iran would hesitate 
to close the strait — if it physically 
could — for fear of opening the 
way for the United States and Bri- 
tain to move in. The United States 
has 30 ships in the Indian Ocean, 
with a carrier battle group cruising 
iu the northern Arabian Sea. Bri- 
tain has two warships on patrol in 
the general area. 

But other opinion has it that 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

Iran, spurred by religious and rev- 
olutionary fervor, would try to 
block the strait regardless of the 
consequences. 

A new flurry of concern came 
last Monday when Iraq ann- 
ounced its planes had attacked 
tankers anchored near Iran* s main 
oil export terminal at Kharg Isl- 
and. Iran-denied that there was an 
attack. 

Last week, Iraq claimed it sank 
seven Iranian ships in the Gulf as 
part of its “blockade” of Kharg 
Island. 

The war began with a major 
Iraqi attack to reclaim the Shatt Al 
Arab waterway, long disputed 
with Iran. There has since been 
sporadic 'fighting. 

The International Institute for 
Strategic Studies, an independent 
research organisation on pro- 
blems of international security 
and conflict, has estimated Iran's 
total armed forces as of last July at 
up to 2 million men, including 


paramilitary forces. Iraq's forces 
were estimated at about 5 1 7,000. 

Iranian Air Force was believed 
to include about 70 serviceable 
combat planes, while Iraq had 330 
planes plus about 60 combat hel- 
icopters. 

U.K. denies supplying arms 

Iran’s navy, left by the free- 
spending Shah, included an est- 
imated 20,000 men and three des- 
troyers, while Iraq’s navy was est- 
imated at 4.000 men. with far less 
equipment. 

Britain is believed to be sup- 
plying spare pans for Iran’s 
British-made Chieftain tanks and 
some aircraft spares. But John 
Goulden. chief British Foreign 
Office spokesman, strongly denies 
Britain is supplying “lethal wea-. 
pons." 

France has supplied Iraq with 
about $5 billion worth of arms 
over the past three years, and last 
fall leased to Iraq five Super- 
Etendard attack planes with Exo- 
cet missiles, which apparently 
have not been used. 

It is unclear whether the Soviet 
Union, a major arms supplier for 
Iraq in the past, is providing new 
equipment or spares, military ana- 
lysts say. 

Expens agree that casualties 
have been very heavy, and tho- 
usands of prisoners have been 
taken. A year-old British estimate 
said there had been *' at least 

75,000 dead." A British official, 
speaking privately last week, said 
the number had “gone well into 
six figures.” 

There are frequent reports of 
the use of child soldiers by Iran, 
and Western milirary specialists 
generally agree this is so. 


Turkey welcomes Greek decision 
not to withdraw ambassador 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey Sat- 
urday welcomed a derision by 
Greece not to withdraw its amb- 
assador from Ankara as the crisis 
over allegations by Athens that 
Turkish ships fired on a Greek 
destroyer jin, the Aegean Sea on 
Thursday ^subsided . 

Greece eased tension between 
the two NATO alliance nei- 
ghbours Friday night by saying it 
accepted that Turkey did not int- 
end to provoke a dangerous inc- 
ident and it would therefore not 
withdraw its envoy. 

Turkey had earlier denied that 
its ships, engaged in aerial gun- 
nery practice on a routine naval 
exercise in Turkish and int- 
ernational waters, bad fired on 
Greek vessels near the island of 
Saxnothxaki or posed any threat to 
them. 

“Greece’ s correct re-evaluation 
of the case... is accepted as a pos- 
itive attitude," a senior Foreign 
iMinistry official told Reuters. 

He said no more official sta- 
tements were planned on the 
issue, underlining the apparent 
desire by both sides to let tension 
over the incident dissolve. 

The brief crisis marked one of 


the worst episodes in Greek- 
Turkish relations, already sev- 
erely strained by disputes over 
Cyprus, rights in the Aegean and 
other issues. 

Greek Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou said Friday the inc- 
ident was the gravest provocation 
by Turkey since it invaded Cyprus 
in 1974 after a Greek-backed 
coup on the island. 

Later, a Greek spokesman, 
while saying Greece stood by its 
first account, said the shells inv- 
olved were fired into the air by 
anti-aircraft guns and only fra- 
gments fell into the sea. 

A Turkish government sta- 
tement Friday said anti-aircraft 
fire could in no way endanger 
ships and accused Greece of trying 
to create an “artificial crisis.” 

Although informed sources said 
Turkish forces were briefly placed 
on alert. Prime Minister TuTgut 
Ozal said he still wanted fri- 
endship with Greece and no spe- 
cial cabinet meeting was held on 
the incident. 

Political analysts said Ankara 
wanted to appear aloof from what 
it saw as over-reaction by Greece, 
while seeking to avoid a major 


clash. They added that although 
Turkey could claim its position 
was vindicated, it showed no signs 
Of gloating. 

Even the Turkish press, never 
shy < of lambasting Greece when 
the opportunity arises, was rel- 
atively subdued except for a few 
sharp criticisms of Mr. Pap- 
andreou. 

“Greece foils into line.” ran a 
banner headline in the mass cir- 
culation daily Hurriyet, typifying 
press reaction. 

In Athens critics of Greece's 
Socialist government raised dou- 
bts Saturday about its handling of 
the crisis with Turkey over the inc- 
ident last Thursday. 

While supporters of Prime Min- 
ister Andreas Papandreou hailed 
the easing of tension as a Greek 
victory, critics said he should not 
have acted so quickly to raise the 
alarm only to defuse the crisis 24 
hours later. 

Conservative opposition leader 
Evanghelos Averotf, while ple- 
dging support for tbe government 
in any national danger, said the 
government may have been inf- 
luenced by domestic factors in its 
handling of the situation. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 


TODAY’S EVENTS 

EXHIBITIONS 


" Tluti ih h a nd i craft! , p aintiop , copper 
wire and glass ware exhibition at tbe 
San Rock Hotel 

* “M atopic” an faliM exhibition at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 6:00 pjn. 

• "PhottaP bySamerTabbaaat the AGa 
An Gallery at 5:00 p.m. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre TeL 6610267 

American Centre 44371 

American Centre Library 41520 

British Council 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe Institute — — 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 24049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 39777 

Haya Arts Centre .... 665195 

Hussein Youth City . 667181 

Y.W.C.A. 41793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library 361 1 1 

University of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

FaOdore Maeunu Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 yean oM. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5 
pm. Year-rou nd . TeL 51760. 

Jartaa Ai yh a w lagl e a l Mraeaa: Hu an 
excellent CO Beaton of the antiquin' of 
Jordan. Jabal Al QaTa (Chide! Hill). 
Opening hours.- 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
(Fridays and official holid ays 1 0.00 a.m. 
4.00 p.m.). Closed Tuesdays. 

Jantan NrtfcnaiGrifcry: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramics, and scu- 
lpture by contemporary Islamic ait sis 
from mast of the Mus&m countries and a 
wDectioo of paiiaings tnr 19th Century 
orientalist an in*. Mu. azah. Jabal 
Luwetodeh. Opening hours: 10.00 a.m. 
1.30 pjn. ud 3 JO p.m. - 6.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 30128. 

Martyrs’ Memorial (Mffltazy Muaenm): 
Collection of mflizify memorabilia dat- 


ing from tbe Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City, Amman . Opening boors 9 
ajn.-4 p.m. Closed Saturdays. Tel. 
664240. 

FDpuhr Life of Jordan Musas: 100 to 
ISO year old items soch as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hoots: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 37169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


Uoos Amman CM. Meetings every 
firs and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn, 130 p.m. 

Um> FUhdefpUa CM. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 730 p.m. 
Pfcftnhlphf a Rotary Omb. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Mr/ CM. Meeting every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 p.m. 
Royal AotomoUr CM. Jabal Amman. 
Eighth Circle. TeL 815261. 


CHURCHES 

SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel. 24390. 

Church of the Anmmdarioa (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Lowdbdeb, 37440. 

Dc in Safe Church (Roman Car hoik) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of the Annuariartoa (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. 23541. 

Angfieaa Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 41559. 
Armenian C at hnHc Church Ashrafiefa. 
71331. 

Armenimj Orthodox Church Ashnfkh. 
75261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh, 71751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmeisam. 663249. 

PRAYER TIMES 

9*28 Fajr 

OSiSt (Sunnsc) Shuntq 

IM7 — Dhuhr 

M*9 -’Am 

19*4 3bha 


AMMAN AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by Alla inf- 
ormation department at the Queen AUa 
International Airport, teL (OS) 532 SO, 
53070. 53002, 53171, where If should 
always be verified. 
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Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 
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MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port on 10/3/1984: 

— Rostock 

— Yam 

— Liberia 

— Taiwd 

— Petra 

— Nikolay Gogol 

— Novy Donbas 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Tc): 
22324 (six Lines) at your service. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Load seUtbuy rises in fils 

Belgian franc 69.9/ 70 

Dutch guilder 125.9/ 126.7 

Egyptian guinea 316/ 320 

French franc 46 21 463 

Iraqi dinar 352.3/ ‘ 360 

Italian lire (tor 100) 22.0/ 23 

Japanese yen (for 100) 1633/ 1643 

Kuwaiti dinar 1250 12633 

Lebanese Kra 64.7/ 66 

Omani riyal 10583/ 1065 

Qatari riyai 100. 4/ 202.1 

Saudi riyal 104.5/ 105 

Swedish crown 47.9/ 4/1.2 

Swim franc „ 172/ 173 

Syrian lira 53.7/ 54.4 

UAE dirham 100/ 10 03 

U.K. sterling pound 536.7/ 539.9 

US. dollar 367 f 369 

W, German marie «... 142/ 142.9 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

it will bo partly cloudy, with nor- 
thwesterly moderate winds. In Aqaba, 
winds wfiL be northerly moderate and 
sen calm. 

Lowlhigh temperature in deg.C. 

.Amman ... 6/15 

Aqaba ...;. 14/24 

Deaerta 4/19 

Jordan Valley ... 13/24 

Yesterday's high temperaturca: 
Amman 15. Aqaba 21. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 59 per cent, Aqaba 51 
percent. . 


EMERGENCIES 

Ambulance 193,7511! 

Firstaid. fire, police 199 

Blood bank — 75121 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 22090-3 

Police rescue 192.21111,37777 

Police headquarters 39141 

Traffic police 56390-1 

Electric Power Co. 363&I-2 

Municipal water service ....... 71125-K 

Queen Alia frit. Airport .. (OK) 53333 

HOSPITALS 

Hurndn Medical Centre .. 813813-32 
Kbalidi Maternity. J. Amman 44281-4 
AJtileh Maternity. J. Amman .. 4244] 
Jabal Amman Maternity ........ 42362 

Malhra, J. Amman 36140 

Palestine, Shmeirani .......... 664171-4 

Shmcoant Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar AJ-Shifa. J. Hussein 667158 

A)- M nastier Hospital ._ 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdali 665292 

At- Ah Li. Abdali 664164 

Italian, Al-Muhajrcen 77101-3 

Af-Basfair. J. AshreTich 751 11 

Army, Marks 91611 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abbas A] Hakim 91256 


Dr. Hasan Kamal 9 q 71 l 

Nairookh pharmacy 23672 

Abu Ghfczala pharmacy 252«>0 

Assaf pharmacy 552S1 

Mmutty of Interior Circle pharmacy 

- 66HR8S 

Malak pharmacy 70603 

Vmeds taxi 44JK4 

Mibyax taxi 44574 

Shmeisam laxi 665294 

Asem taxi 844503 

Jordan taxi 23050 

Amman taxi 51424 


IRBID 

Dr. Marean Al Gharram 74545 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akrare Haddad RSS50 


GENERAL 

Jordan Television 73111 

Radio Jordan 74111 

Ministry of Tourism 42311 

Hotel complaints 666412 

Price complaints 6t»M76 

Telephone: 

information „ 12 

Jordan and Middle East calls 10 

Oversew crib 17 

Critic or telegram 18 

Repair sexmee II 


MARKET PRICES 


Uppertlower price in 

Apple 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammar) ...— 

Beans 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower (white) 

Chestnut 

Cucumber (large) 

Cucumber (small) 

Date* 

Eggplant (large) 

Eggplant (small) 

Grapes (white) «... 


fits per kg. Grapes (black) 700/600 

..350/300 Grapefruit 130/100 

.. 280/240 Guava 400 / 300 

.. 240 / 210 Lemon 130 100 

.. 540 / 480 Marrow (large) 270 .» 220 

... 60/ 40 Marrow (small) 400/ 350 

.. 130 / 100 Mandarin 230 / 200 

... 70/ SO • ...350 / 200 

.. 450 / 400 Onion (dry) 170/140 

..250 / 200 0k ™ ...ISO/ 100 

.. 370 / 320 Oranges (Abu Stirraj 260 / 220 

.. 180/ 150 Oranges (Shamimiuti) ...230/ ISO 

Z 180/ 150 Feare 500/400 

„. 200/170 PepPct (tweet) 540/480 

„ 400 / 300 Pepper (hot green) - 800 / 720 

_ 400/ 280 Potatoes 180/150 

_ 700 / 600 Tangerine 350 / 2R0 
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$40m World Bank loan to 
finance school building 


Noor leaves 
on U.S. 
visit 


AMMAN (Fletn) — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor left for the United Sta- 
tes Friday night on a two-week 
tour of a number of American cit- 
ies. 

The Queen will make speeches at 
the World Affairs Council and the 


• WASHINGTON (Petra) — The ; Middle East and North African V1 Sll 
World Bank has granted Jordan affairs. 

$40miffioa to finance the Ministry ’ AMMAN (Retn) — Her Majesty 

of Education's sixth projector . . The loan will help the ministry the United Sta- 

. schools and vocational centres in - expand elementary and secondary 7 s “j” °A a 
the coantry.. education in various govemorates J 001- of * nninb «' of American cit- 

. loan agreement was signed by building 47 new schools and , 

w the World Bank here by Jor~ establishing 48 school lab- 

• dan's ambassador to the U J. for- . oratories, 49 school libraries, and 

ahim frzeddin, and the bank's act- 50 workshops in schools in ah the ,? M l 8 * meetings 

»og vice-pre»deht for European, regions of the country. c ”_, “d" 011 to * nmn- 

■ . , her of cnaaral centres. 

. I ' ' ' ' ' ' • • • • - . — — The Queen was seen off at the 

Profile of Chinese visitors I sent, Their Princess 

Serrath and Princess AKa, Chief of 
... President LI the Royal Court Marwan A1 

Li Xiaonian, 75, was born to a poor peasant family of Hongan *■’* Ibn Zaid the 

County, Hubei. Province, central China, in 1909. Starting as a chief chamberlain and Inf- 
carpentefs apprentice at the age of 11 andjoininfrthe revolution Sharaf 

as a peasant association cadre member. At 17, he completed the ^^•^®* WS8ador to A™”* 11 

lOTimftwfrrwn fttwirnpinnt kn.itnU.j -i i - KIT H ard YietS. 


Profile of Chinese visitors 

.. President Li 

Li Xiaonian, 75, was boro to a poor peasant family of Hongan 
C ounty, Hubei P rovince, central China, in 1909. Starting as a 
carpenters apprentice at the age of 11 andjoinin^tbe revolution 
as a p easan t association cadre member. At 1 7, he completed the 
journey from a poor peasant boy to head of state during a long and 
almost legendary lifetime full of 'hardships and difficulties. 

Li Xiamjian joined the Communist Party of China in 1927, 
scrying as a district and later a county leader. He took part in 
China s famous “long march" during 1934 and 1935 and was 
political commissar of the 30th army in the Red Fourth Front 
Army. 

He was a guerrilla leader in central China during the war of 
res ista nce against Japan (1937-1945) and served as commander 
central plains m i l i tar y area during the war of liberation 
(1946-1949). GeneralXi was known far and wide among people 
to this part of the country. 

After the People's Republic of China was founded in October 
1949, be became secretary of the Hubei Provincial Party Com- 
mittee and chairman of the provincial people's government. 
Later, be went into financial work and became one of the most 
respected economic experts among Chinese leaders. 

After 1954, he served as vice-premier of the State Council and 
concurrently minister of finance. He was elected president of the 
People’s Republic of China at the first session of the Sixth Nat- 
toii&l People’s Congress in June 1983. He is now a standing 
committee member of the Political Bureau of the Chinese Com- 
munist Party Central Committee. 

President Li, as a state leader, has led delegations to many 
countries in Asia, Africa, Europe, and Oceania such as Pakistan, 
Tanzania, Zambia, Albania, Australia and New Zealand. 

Madame Lin - 

Madame Lin Jiamei, who is married to Preadent Li, is a native 
of Shanghai and was born in 1 924. Having graduated from Tong 
de Medical College in 1948, she served as a paediatrician and later 
as a member of the State Family Planning Commission. She is now 
the director of the Department of Health Care for Women and 
Children at the Ministry of Public Health, a deputy to the Sixth 
National People’s Congress and a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Fifth National Women's Congress of China. 

Thut Jiyun 

Ttan Jiyun. 55, is an economist specialising in financial matters, 
and is the youngest member of China’s state leadership. He was 
appointed vice-premier at the Sixth National People's Congress in 
..June 1983. He is also secretary-general of the. State Council. 

Before joining the State Council Mr. Tian served as head of the 
Depart m ent ^»f Finance in Sichuan. China’s most populous pro- 
vince- In 1978 he helped Zhao Ziyang, then provincial party 
secretary of Sichuan, restructure the province’s economic fra- 
mework. • 

As vice-premier in charge of finance, commerce and trade. Mr. 
Tian’s most important task is overseeing the restructuring of 
China’s economic system. • 

He and his colleagues are currently studying new ways of man- 
aging the national economy by basing decisions on economic 
returns rather than on Administrative convenience. Mr. Tian him- 
self has proposed a number of reforms on the basis of serious 
investigation. 

Tian Jiyun was boro in 1929, the son of a revolutionary cadre 
member in Shandong. He began to work at the age of 1 1 in a 
factory in the liberated area of that province and joined the local 
people's resistance to Japanese aggression. 

He had been engaged in financial work since 1947. He joined 
the Communist Party of China in 1945 and was electeda member 
of the central. committee at the 12tb National Congress of the 
party in 1982. 



Fayez heads team 
to Arab- African 
dialogue in Tunis 

TUNIS (Petra) — A Jordanian parliamentary del- 
egation arrived here Saturday to take part in an 
Afrn-Arab dialogue due to start Monday. 


Photography 
show opens 

AMMAN (J.T.) — An exhibition 
of photography by Samir Tabba'a 
opened Saturday at the Alia Art 
Gallery. 

Present at the opening cer- 
emony were the Italian and Tur- 
kish ambassadors in Amman 
Marquis Fabrizio Longhi and 
Rashad Arem, and the wife of the 
U.S. Ambassador to Jordan Ric- 
hard Viets as well as Prince 
Assem. son of the late Prince 
Nayef, and a group of artists, pho- 
tographers and journalists in Jot- 
dan. 

The exhibition will remain open 
until March 18. 

Samir Tabba’a is famous for his 
sculptures, and has held a one- 
man show at the Jordan National 
Gallery. Among his better known 
works are two large reliefs in mar- 
ble and bronze executed for the 
Ring Khaled International Air- 
port in Riyadh. 


1 SSC team 
returns home 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Social 
Security Corporation (SSC) del- 
egation. led by its Director- 
General Farhi Obeid. returned to 
Amman Saturday at the end of a 
12-day tour that took its members 
to Qatar, the United Arab Emi- 
rates. and Kuwait. ' 

- During the visit,ihe delegation 
met Jordanian expatriates emp- 
loyed in these three countries as 
well as Jordanian labour attaches 
and Jordanian ambassadors to 
explain a plan to include the exp- 
atriate^ in the social security sch- 
eme on a voluntary basis. 

The delegation also explained 
Jordan's investment policies and 
the way in which SSC funds are 
invested in Jordanian dev- 
elopment projects, especially 
bousing schemes. 

The idea of including the exp- 
atriates in the SSC schemes was 
welcomed by Jordanians working 
abroad who also expressed their 
appreciation and gratitude with 
the government's favourable res- 
ponse to their request to be inc- 
luded in the SSC provisions. 


Lower House of Parliament Speaker Akef A1 Fayez 
(second from right) gives a press conference prior to 


Us departure Saturday for the Afro- Arab talks in 
Tunis (Petra photo) 


Abdul Jaber seeks to 
extend trade with Iraq 

BAGHDAD (Petra) — Labour .joint company for industry will be 
Minister Tayseer Abdul Jaber met continued in Amman shortly. Dr. 


here Saturday with Iraqi Trade 
Minister Hassan Ali to discuss 
ways of promoting Jordanian- 
Iraqi co-operation in trade and 
economic affairs. 

Steps aimed at establishing a 
joint Jordanian-lraqi company for 
industry and increasing the vol- 
ume of trade exchanged between 
Jordan and Iraq were the main 
points to come up at the meeting. 


Abdul Jaber was quoted as saying 
after the meeting. 

Earlier, Dr. Abdul Jaber att- 
ended another session of the Arab 
Labour Organisation { ALO) con- 
ference, which was attended by 
Arab labour ministers and rep- 
resentatives of labour federations 
and business and factory owoers in 
Lhe Arab World. 

Talks at the meetings centred 


The two ministers also dis-. on developing the Arab La bom- 
cussed topics on the agenda of the Organisation’s system and a rep- 


Arab labour conference being 
held in Baghdad. 

Talks on the establishment of a 


ort on the conditions of Arab lab- 
ourers and labour unions under 
Israeli occupation rule. 


Delegations 
gather for 
conference 


TUNIS (Petra) — A Jordanian 
delegation arrived here Saturday 
to take part in a meeting of the 
Arab Maritime Transport Aca- 
demy board of directors which 
opens Monday. 

The two-day meeting will dis- 
cuss a number of topics which will 
include means of supporting the 
academy’s activities and the tra- 
ining of students. 

The Jordanian delegation is led 
by the Jordan Ports Corporation 
acting ■ director-general. MardhS 
Qatamin. 


The delegation, which is being 
led 'by Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Akef AI Fayez, will be 
joined by delegates from 26 Arab 
and African countries in three 
days of meetings devoted to a dis- 
cussion of the scopes of co- 
ordination and co-operation bet- 
ween the Arab and African par- 
liamentary unions. 

Discussions will also focus on 
economic, political and cultural 
issues including the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, the Iraq -Iran war and 
South Africa's policies of racial 
discrimination. 

In a statement made upon his 
arrival. Mr. Fayez said that he was 


carrying a message from His Maj- 
esty King Hussein to President 
Bourguiba of Tunisia and one 
from His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan uTTunisian Prime 
Minister Mohammad Mzali. 

Prior to the start of the Afro- 
Arab meeting, the Arab group will 
hold a separate meeting Sunday to 
co-ordinate lhe Arab countries' 
position vis-a-vis the various iss- 
ues to be discussed. 

Mr. Fayez is being accompanied 
by Upper House member Walid 
Sal ah and Lower House members 
Khaled Al Haj Hassan and Ribhi 
Mustafa as well as two senior par- 
liamentary officials. 


Larger phosphate exports 
dominate Asian tour talks 


Agricultural engineers’ council election 
postponed owing to lack of quorum 


AMMAN (Petra) — Increasing 
Jordan's phosphate exports to six 
Asian nations was the main topic 
discussed by a Jordanian del- 
egation and officials from these 
nations. 

The delegation, which com- 
prised Amman Mayor Abdul 
Raouf Al Rawabdeh and Jordan 
Phosphates Mines Company 
Deputy Director Abdullah Nsour, 
held the talks in Singapore. Mal- 
aysia, the Philippine, South 
Korea, Japan and Hong Kong. 


According to Mr. Rawabdeh, 
the tour was successful and ach- 
ieved its purpose. 

The mayor, who returned to 
Amman Saturday, said that, apart 
from discussing the possibility of 
increasing phosphates exports, the 
delegation discussed issues per- 
taining to the Amman Dev- 
elopment Corporation and the 
organisation of cities, and in par- 
ticular co-operation between 
these Amman Municipality and 
these countries’ capitals. 


By Anne CounseB 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The elections for the 
Association of Agricultural Eng- 
ineers' Council will be held on 
March 23 as the quorum was not 
present at a meeting held at the 
Professional Associations’ Com- 
plex Friday, according to Samir 
Habahna, the current vice- 
president of the Association of 
Agricultural Engineers. 

The meeting Friday was sup- 
posed to elect the association’s 
council for the tenth session and to 
discuss the annual and financial 
reports of the association which 
will now also take place on March 
23 and which will be considered 
legal on this date, whatever the 
number of engineers present. 

Mr. Habahna told the Jordan 
Times that the list of candidates 
are not yet completed and that 
nominations will be accepted up to 
the day of the elections. I 

Mr. Habahna said that the total 
number of agricultural engineers 
registered with the association is, i 
1986. but that the majority of | 
these are currently working in 


Saudi Arabia, the Gulf area or the 
West Bank and will therefore not 
be participating in the elections. It 
is expected that between 600 and 
700 engineers are eligible to par- 
ticipate in the meeting, he said. 

Candidates 

To date 1 3 candidates have dec- 
lared themselves as sunning for 
the seven seats standing both in 
blocks and as individuals. 

The first group consists of the 
following candidates: Mr. Tareq 
AlTal, Mr. Issam Nasr, Mr. Abdul 
Majid Abu Rumman, Mr. Mus- 
Upha Jarrar, Mr. Fuad Salameh, 


Zubi; Mr. Khaled Al Ato’ut; Mr. 
Basil Al Rimawi; Mr. Abdul 
Rahman Ghailh; Mr. Azzam Al 
Tal, and Mr. Natheem Abu Al 
Rub. 

Candidates for the position of 
president of the association are; 
Mr. Tareq Al Tal; T>r. Moh- 
ammed Ali Al .Loubani; Dr. 
Salem Al Lawzi, and Mr. Abdul 
Rahman AI Najjab with Mr. Far- 
ouq Sharayhah; Mr. Issam Nasr; 
Mr. Ali Masa’adeh; Mr. Thabet 
Gbeitb, and Mr. Mazen Abdul 
Qader contending for the vice- 
presidency. • 

Results of the elections are exp- 


Meeting discusses trends 
in technical education 

AMMAN (Petra) — A 12-day Saket outlined the importance of 
symposium on modern trends in the symposium and referred to the 


technical education opened in 
Amman Saturday. Taking part in 
the symposium, which was org- 


role of teachers and instructors in 
technical education. 

The instructor plays a basic role 


anised by the Arab Union of Tec- in the educational process and 
hnical Education in co-operation possesses the power to create and 


Mr. Karim Kana’an and Dr. Moh- ected on Saturday March 24 and 
ammed Samir Habbab. the positions of president and 

In the second block are the fol- vice-president are held for a two- 
lowing candidates: Mr. Akef Al 


year term. 


with the Ministry of Education, 
are specialists from six Arab sta- 
tes. 

The participants will discuss 
ways of developing skills and emp- 
loying various methodologies in 
technical training by employing 
audio visual aids, and will have an 
opportunity to strengthen their 
co-operation in technical affairs. 

Addressing the opening session. 
Minister of Education Hikmat Al 


develop methods to cope with 
modern trends in education, the 
minister said. 

Also addressing the opening 
session was Mr. Hisham Abdul 
Wahhab. secretary-general of the 
Arab Union of Technical Edu- 
cation, who said that technical 
education in the Arab World faces 
the problem of adequate pre- 
paration and developing training 
methods. 


Italian sculptures: An exhibition of craftsmanship 


Candidates focus on various national issues 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr .Nabulsi, to be the central issue 
in the Middle East conflict. They 
vehmently oppose “any cap- 
itulatory settlement for the Pal- 
estinian question, especially U.S. 
President Ronald Reagan’s peace 
initiailve for -the Middle East.” 

The Reagan peace proposal, 
announced in September 1982, 
calls for a withdrawal of Israeli 
troops from the Arab territories 
occupied since 1967, a freeze of 
Israeli settlements and for Pai- 
estmian self-rale in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip iu association with 
Jordan. Jordan sees in the Reagan 
plan positive elements because n 
has the mechanism of imp- 
ie mentation. His Majesty King 
Hussein recently said that the 
Reagan initiative “is frozen" due 
to American failure to effect a 
withdrawal of Israeli troops from 
Lebanon and a freeze on Israeli 
settlements 

Rejection of the Reagan plan by 
the two candidates, however, ref- 
lects different political app- 
roaches. While Mr- Eshbeilat does 
not believe in the concept and pos- 
sibility of retaining the Arab tend 
through peaceful means, Mr. 
Nabobs' says, that afl means inc- 
luding peaceful means should be 
used to tiberaie the occupied Arab 
land but without dropping armed 
struggle. 

According to Mi. Nabulsi the 
only acceptable peaceful set- . 
itefflieat is that which includes a 
totaLwhhdrawai of IsraeH troops - 
from territories oontpi'o ri in 1967, 
the esubhsbment of an ind- 
epeadeat Palestinian state and the 
implrmeoTtrion of aB inalienable 
- Pa l esti n ian rights , in accordance 
' with afi UnaeoNattons retotetkm- 
codeerntog the iaue. 

“The oSccetipeace initiatives, 
inch as the Re*g*n plan and the . 
present balance of power do not 


provide for a just and com- 
prehensive peace," says Mr. Nab- 
ulsi. 

Mr. Eshbeilat .believes that 
-armed struggle is the only way to 
liberate Palestine because. “ Israel 
. does not want peace.” 

Both Mr. Nabulsi, who is ori- 
ginally from the city of East Bank ' 
town of Salt and Mr. Eshbeflat 
from the East Bank town of Taf- 
flah, express strong support for the 
Palestine- Liberation Organisation 1 
(PLO) as the sole legitimate rep- 
resentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. 

Mr. Nabulsi, who has never 
occupied a public post before, 
endorses the establishment of an 
independent state in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. Mr. Esh- 
beilat does not accept a solution 
that does not lead to the liberation 
of all Palestine including the Arab 
lands occupied in 1948 and this, 
according to him, can be achieved 
only through “mOitaxy means.” 

Mr. EshbeHat says policies sho- 
uld be based on mobilisation of all 
capabilities towards the struggle 
for the liberation of the occupied 
Arab territories and defending 
Jordan. - 

Mr. Nabolsi and Mr. Eshbeilat 
agree on two important points. 
Both demand more democratic 
freedoms, and call for policies 
geared towards establishing a 
productive economy instead of a , 
consuming one. 

Mr. Eshbeilat, who is an ex- 
• president of the Jordan Engineers 
Association, believes -that “a cit- 
izen who is deprived of his fre- 
edom cannot defend his exi- 
stence.** 

Mr. Nabulri, who has been pra- 
ctiosmg tew since his graduation 
from Cairo in 1970. is more spe- 
cific in Ids demand “to emancipate 
all de m oc ra tic freedoms.” He calls 
for the freedom af expression, the 
presiaiid the formation of parties. 


Political parties are illegal in 
Jordan. 

Mr. Nabolsi calls the lifting ot 
the martial law and the can- 
cellation of all extraordinary laws. 
He believes that the judiciary sys- 
tem should be independent and 
stresses that there should be equ- 
ality in power sharing between the 
executive, legislative and judiciary 
systems. 

A developed economy geared 
towards productivity and the adv- 
ancing of the agriculture sector is 


the second goal shared by both 
candidates. Mr. Nabulsi, however, 
endorses egalitarian demands 
such as securing free higher- 
education, better public services 
for Palestinian refugee camps and 
urban areas and a comprehensive 
social and health security. 

Both candidates’ programmes 
include the encouraging of youth 
in Jordan. Mr. Nabulsi callg for a 
serious tackling -of the problems 
of (youth and women. 


By Meg Abn Ham dan 
Speci al to the Jordaa Times 

AMMAN — In the most pleasant 
exhibition space in Amman — the 
circular “Blue Room" at the 
Royal Cultural Centre — this 
week is a large display of small 
sculptures by 29 contemporary 
Italian artists. Predominantly cast 
id bronze, these objects alt- 
ernately seem to hug themselves 
with a smooth shiny satisfaction or 
reach upwards opening out to rev- 
eal interiors laced with delicate 
patterns as intricate and as simple 
as those nature weaves fpr herself. 
But whatever form these scu- 
lptures take, they are all finked by 
a craftsmanship and furnish that is 
undeniably professional. 


Classically modern forms 

Many of the sculptures tend to 
follow classically modern forms 
which is typified by Carlo Ram- 
mis’ slick, sensuously dynamic 
curves and by the fluid shapes of 
Giacomo Benevelli which rise and 
fall like wavelets of solid bronze. 
In an attempt to break-away from 
this “truth to materials” approach 
other sculptors have tried to man- 
ipulate the metal, turning it into 
medallions chased with a web of 
interweaving lines (Lino Tine, 
Pietro de Lanrentis) or into less 
abstract and more literal forms 
like Gian carlo Marchese’s alien 
landscapes and Franco Zazzerfs 
“genesis?’ series which follow the 


Leaders head for Lausanne 


Fateh approves accord 

(Continued from page 1) official invitations from the So 1 


(Continued from page 1) 


(DFLP) will take place soon in 
Algiers after which final pre- 
parations for the PNC meeting 
will be made. 

Both the DFLP and the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pal- 
estine (PFLP). led by George 
Habash. have condemned Mr. 
Arafat’s visit to Cairo, but Mr. 
George Habash has called also for 
the removal of Mr. Arafat from his 
functions as PLO chairman. 

Mr. Hassan said Saturday: “The 
door is open for the PFLP to att- 
end the Algiers meeting” with Mr. 
Hawatmeh. 

Palestinian sources here say 
they do not expect the PFLP iq 
join the Algiers talks and con- 
sequently it will bo- con the PNC 
meeting. 

Mr. Hassan said that the PNC 
will convene next April in Algiers. 
He confirmed reports that two 
Palestinian delegations, one rep- 
resenting the PLO Executive 
Committee and the other the 
Fateh Central Committee, win 
visit the Soviet Union in the near 
frnare. 

“Both Mr. Arafat, in his cap- 
acity as PLO Executive Com- 
mittee chairman, and the Fateh 
Central Committee have received 


▼ V/iJ UVv-vA conference because there is the 

„ . (right-wing Christian) Lebanese 
officjal invitations from the Soviet From which wants to partition 
leadership, he said Leb anon into cantons." 

Mr. Hassan said that following He Mr. Karami denounced ’ 
his visit to Jordan Mr. Arafat will ca ntonisation. Some leaders of the 


Stan a tour which includes Saudi 
Arabia and North Yemen. 

This will be the first visit by Mr. 
Arafat to Saudi Arabia since his 
departure, along with 4,000 of 
his loyalist forces .rom north Leb- 
anon last December. “Mr. Arafat 
has received an official invitation 
from Saudi Arabia." Mr. Hassan 
said. 

Meanwhile, Palestinian officials 
told the Jordan Tiroes that a PLO 
delegation accompanying Mt. 
Arafat in his current visit to Jor- 
dan. which includes PLO Exe- 
cutive Committee member Jamal 
Sonrani and Executive Com- 
mittee representative in Amman 
Brigadier Abdul Razak AJ Yahya, 
is expected to meet with Jordanian 
officials on Sunday. 

The PLO officials also said that 
Mr. Arafat is expected to leave for 
Saudi Arabia on Monday. They 
added that the PLO chairman 
* might visit Holland in response to 
an invitation from the Dutch Par- 
liament priori© hisretuxn to Tunis 
to continue with the Fateh Central 
Commiitee meetings. 


Christian front headed by Mr. 
Chamoun and Pierre Gernayel 
have come out in favour of the 
idea since the Lausanne con- 
ference was summoned. 

“We are for the unity of Leb- 
anon and reject partition into can- 
tons” Mr. Karami declared in 
Damascus. 

Mr. Chamoun and Mr. Gem- 
ayel have made clear they will not 
consider major constitutional 
changes that the opposition lea- 


ders are expected to demand at 
Lausanne. 

The day-long clashes in Beirut 
as the rival leaders headed for Swi- 
tzerland were the second suc- 
cessive day of heavy fighting in the 
capital accompanied by shelling of 
residential areas since Mr. Gem- 
ayel announced the conference on 
Tuesday. • ■ 

Sl Michael's Church, where 
Saturday’s fighting began, was the 
starting point for last month’ s bat- 
tles and subsequent militia vic- 
tories that forced Mr. Gernayel to 
abrogate a troop withdrawal agr- 
eement with Israel and summon 
the peace talks. 

Right-wing Falangist, radio said 
many Christian districts were also 
being shelled Saturday. 


never ending cycle of rebirth and 
degeneration, using the egg as his 
motif. 

, Rfppttog plexiglass 

In order to achieve something 
really new and original, some of 
the artists found it necessary to 
explore and exploit facets of other 
materials and the different rel- 
ationships they form when com- 
bined with one another. The most 
successful of these must be the 
piece by Giorgio Zennaro called 
“Developing Sequences”. This 
rippling plexiglass structure rises 
like a rush of cool water sparkling 
in the sun, its effervescent vitality 
stilled, it seems, only fora moment 
in time. The clear lines of its form 
and its elegant transparency 
makes it a piece you would like to 
live with. 

Mathematical patterns 

Light also plays a crucial role in 


the work of Attillio Pierelli. The 
curving minor like interiors of his 
geometrical structures are as clear 
and weightless as the light that 
passes through them — a light that 
creates endless reflections and int- 
riguing mathematical patterns. By 
capturing one of his shining pieces 
in a cement box, Pierelli further 
emphasises their glowing lig- 
htness. 

A less dramatic combination, 
but perhaps a more aesthetic one 
can be seen in the work of Gia- 
ncarlo Sangregorio. Here wood 
and stone are fused together in a 
series of echoing shapes, the dar- 
kness of the wood against the 
white sheen of the marble plays 
with the senses so that you think it 
is the denser material of the two. 

Unfortunately only running for 
six days, this exhibition closes on 
March 12. 


ROYAL CULTURAL CENTRE 
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Jordan goes to polls tomorrow 


(Continued from page 1) 

an orderly and secure manner. 

In a statement given to the Jor- 
dan Times and Al Ra'i. Mr. Arar 
warned against any malpractices 
in the ballotting process, and said 
strictest measures will be taken 
against (hose found violating the 
election laws. 

Mr. Arar added that local ele- 
ction committees, comprising of 
members of the judiciary, will 
supervise the election process. 


Election booths will be open 
from 7 am. to 7 p.m. and the max- 
imum extension beyond this per- 
iod will be two hours, the deputy 
prime minister said. The extension 
of the voting hours will be at the 
decretion of the election com- 
mittee, but not beyond two hours, 
he added. 

The counting of the votes will 
stan at the polling booths the- 
mselves immediately after the clo- 
sing of voting hours, Mr. Arar 
said. 
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The arms saga 


THE Kuwafti ambassador in Washington, Sheikh Saud Nasser 
Al Sab ah , has made a good point in charging Washington with 
employing “absurd j ratifications” to arm the so-called Jor- 
danian Rapid Deployment Force. “The armies of Kuwait and 
Jordan are practically one army, and if the Jordanian army 
were needed in Kuwait it would be there in 24 hours/’' he told 
the newspaper Al Watan on Saturday. And what more could 
■mv In Jordan say to the whole issue of the “RDF”? 

For too long the problem has been how to arm ourselves 
adequately, given Jordan's financial means and resources: It 
has never been a question of our commitment to defending the 
Arab Nation, or parts of it, wherever they may be. Our record 
■peaks far itself. 

Why Jordan shook! need the approval of a pro-Israeli lob- 
bying group like the “American- Israel Public Affairs Com- 
mittee” to win congressional approval for $200 nuDion in arms 
to the Kingdom, we do not know. Ask the administration, 
which is supposed to head a nation with which Jordan has had 
friendly relations since even before Israel existed; and, better 
stiff, ask the Arabs themselves who should, under their nat- 
ional responsibilities, provide whatever help is necessary to 
safeguard Jordan’s total dedication to the Arab canse and the 
ooonfiy’s stability and security. 

One wonders about the ability of a country like the U.S. to 
make farad accept the basic conditions of peace, if that sup- 
erpower can be effectively crippled by a few Zionist pressure 
groups and Jewish lobbyists on Capitol Hill or in the White 


Such state of affairs is indeed sad in view of what is hap- 
pexriag in the Middle East generally, and it must not be allowed 
to continue. Election year or not, the U.S. most wake op to the 
fact that its very interests are at stake in this part of the world 
and each new mistake is going to be detrimental, if not fatal, to 
what is left of American prestige and influence. 

Reasonable and moderate people too have limits to their 
patience. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra’i: Neutrality unjustifiable 


WITH THE approaching date for recommencing Lebanese rec- 
onciliation talks in Lauzanne, some political and military indicators 
show that the Falangist militias and their allies, who form the Leb- 
anese Front, have decided to abort the talks or to drive it towards the 
wall at best. 

The political indicators are manifest in several statements made by 
Falangist leaders. As for military pointers, these appear through die 
Falangist refusal of Amaf s suggestion to open Beirut's airport, the 
high tension over the green line in Beirut and the fierce fighting in 
{South Beirut. I 

The Lebanese government cannot claim neutrality vis-a-vis con- 
tinned attempts at aborting the conference and declared public ann- 
ouncements for the division of Lebanon. The Lebanese government 
takes its legality from maintaining Lebanon's unity in land and peo- 
ple, in defending it, and in facing up to all attempts at sabotaging 
national interests. 

Plotting to abort the Lebanese national reconciliation talks is a 
- crime towards which there should be no neutrality. This crime req- 
uires a firm stance taken against it by the Lebanese government, 
because defending Lebanon’s unity should rise above any other 
consideration whatsoever. 


Al Dustour: A hard and persevering job 


AT THE time when preparations are being made for holding the 
Lebanese national reconciliation talks in Lauzanne, it appears that 
the task of achieving peace in Lebanon is still complex, and that 
arriving at a political settlement faces many obstacles. 

While eyes and minds of the Lebanese and other Arabs are dir- 
ected towards Switzerland anew, where the second session of rec- 
onciliation talks will be held, fierce fighting and battles are raging on 
all the traditional fronts of this painful war in a way that stirs fears of a 
possible and more dangerous security crisis which might abort the 
talks and obstruct arrival at hoped-for results. 

We expect that the coming few days will be full of surprises in the 
Lebanese crisis, and that the forces whose interest might suffer under 
Lebanese national recon ci liation will mean to do all they can to cause 
frustration of any positive outcome of the talks. This necessitates care 
and awareness to foil all possible games, and makes it imperative to 
exert all required efforts for reconciliation until positive ends are 
"met 


Sawt Al Shaab: A Fruitful visit 


AS WE welcome the Chinese leader in Jordan, we. thinV that his visit 
to our country represents one of the good fruits of King Hussein's 
visit to China- 

Concentrated efforts in a relatively short time has enabled the two 
countries to develop friendship and co-operation between the two 
peoples. 

King Hussein in a welcome address praised the historical ties 
between the ancient Chinese and Arab civilisations and expressed 
appreciation of China's principled support for Arab and Palestinian 
rights. The words of the Chinese leader stressed rejection of Israel's 
expansionist policies and considered everything based on these pol- 
icies as internationally unacceptable. 

■ Difference in the two countries' social systems, as was pointed out 
by King Hussein, does not block the way of a meeting in principles 
and stances over justice and respect for the rights of all peoples of the 
world. 

We value that the first visit to the Middle East by tbe Chinese 
leader U Xiannian has been to our country Jordan. We have much to 
learn from the great Chinese nation whose modern experience, that 1 

Carries rich humanitarian principles, was able to make achieve: - 

m the life of a giant nation such as China. 


1983 was not so bad for Jordan’s economy 


By Fahed Fanek 


THE STATISTICS depicting 
the performance of the Jor- . 
danian economy in 1983 are 
not finalised yet. However, tbe 
Central Bank has published its 
monthly Statistical Bulletin for 
December 1983, which inc- 
ludes lots of meaningful ind- 
icators and indices. 

Inflation subsidised further, 
the cost of living index rose by . 
5 per cent during 1983. which . 
is tbe lowest rate in a decade. 
Prices of food stuffs remained 
constant, reflecting the dep- 
ression in tbe markets of local 
agricultural products, esp- 
ecially cereals, meats and fru- 
its, the prices of which showed 
a decline. Prices of drinks and 
tobacco rose by 29 per cent. 


perhaps due to heavier taxes 
imposed on these items, which 
come first to the mind whe- 
never the government con- 
siders raising duty. It is bel- 
ieved that the total proceeds of 
taxes on these items may dec- 
rease because the too heavy 
taxes invited smuggling. 

Houangcostsrose by 6.8 per 
cent, as rents posted an inc- 
rease of 8.7 per cent, perhaps 
because the new law regulating 
the rigid relations between 
landlords, and tennants, per- 
mitted certain increases on tbe 
rents contracted before 1975 at 
pre- inflation rates. Clothing 
and footwear jumped by 29.2 
per cent, which is a strange 
phenomenon that I cannot 


thmk of reasons or justification 
for except possible errors in tbe 
calculation process or in the 
reproduction of the reference 
year 1982. Finally, the cost of 
other goods and sendees inc- 
luding transportation, medical 
care! reading and education 
rose by 5.8 per cent. 


The Amman wholesale price 
index showed a 4 per cent inc- 
rease over 1982, which con- 
firms the over-all rise of 5 per 
cent in the cost of living. How- 
ever, if we compare the items 
covered by tbe two indices, 
compiled independently, we 
can point out some dis- 
crepancies. 

Amman stock exchange 


index as weighed by the num- 
ber of traded shares adjusted 
for nominal value reflected a 
drop of 24.6 percent, while the 
other index, weighted by 
paid-up capital, reflected a dec- 
line of 18.1 per cent, which we 
think is tbe true change of the 
stock exchange prices during 
1983. 


The index number of ind- 
ustrial products showed a slight 
improvement of 4.9 per cent, 
tbe lowest industrial growth in 
the modem history of Jordan. , 
Many industrial capabilities 
were underutilised, due to lack 
of demand after the sudden 
drop in the Iraqi market 
On the monetary side we 


note that issued currency inc- 
reased by 10 per cent. Money 
supply M. 1 by 10-4 per cent, 

M. 2 by 10.1 per cent. Gold and 
foreign exchange reserves inc- 
reased by 10 per cent. The 
hacking sector net position in 
foreign assets showed an imp- 
rovement of some $46 million, 
which is not bad in the cir- 
cumstances, and reversed the 
wide spread expectation of a 
deficit in Jordan’s foreign exc- 
-hange net position of the ban- 
king system. 


^ Commercial banks con- 
tinued their runaway exp- 
ansion at 20 per centDeposits 
Lgrew at 19-5 per cent, and ere- . 
dit facilities by 16.5 per cent. 


Jordan dinar rtne d urin g 1983 
by 32 per cent apfaat the 
Swiss franc, 5.4 ptf cep t.afr 
Inst the sterling pfl uari, 3 3J 
percent tbe fiitefrt 
and 142 per cent Ufa* the 
French franc. However, it 
eased by 5.7 per not aghast 
the dollar and 65 per cent the 
yen and of comae rem ai n ed 
constant against the Special 
Drawing Rights (SDKs). 

The balance of payment is 
not yet realty, but is beEeved to 
show a tuipitts of bet- 

ween JD five to 17 mfflion. 

• % 


Overall, 1 983 wasnot* good 
year, but h was not as bed as 
feared. 
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Lebanon’s warring factions to negotiate 


with most of their forces intact behind 


Reuter 


BEIRUT — The Lebanese rec- 
onciliation conference in the Swiss 
city of Lausanne next week mainly 
concerns an armed struggle lim- 
ited to the small central part of the 
cbuntiy not occupied by Syrian or 
Israeli troops. 

Although politicians from the 
Syrian-controlled north and tfyq 
Israeli-occupied South are aW 
taking part, the spotlight will be on 
warlords who are more ind- 
ependent of foreign forces. 

The central conflict, which last 
month led to the redivisian of Bei- 
rut into eastern and western sec- 
tors, pits the regular army of Pre- 
sident Amin Gemayel against a 
mainly Muslim alliance dom- 
inated by the powerful militias of 
Druze chieftain Waiid Junblatt 
and ShiMte leader Nabih Bern. 

The Muslim alliance is also at 
war with the right-wing Christian 
militia “Lebanese Forces" gro- 
uping mainly stationed alongside 
the army in areas north and east of 
the capital. 

The theatre of war stretches 
from Syrian lines 40 kilometres 
north of Beirut to Israeli lines 35 
kilometres south. Within these 
limits it includes most of the area 
between the Mediterranean and 
the mountain chain which runs 
parallel to the sea about 25 kil- 
ometres inland. 

It amounts to less than a fifth of 
all Lebanese territory but, with 
Beirut at its centre, it contains 
perhaps 70 per cent of the cou- 
ntry’s population. 

The armed groups on Mr. Gem- 
ay ef s side are: 

I. The Lebanese army: The 
army still has a theoretical 
strength of 37,000 men, though 
even before the Muslim militia 
victories of last month many were 
out of action in isolated garrisons 
in the South, north and east Def- 
ections. casualties and changes in 
the battle lines have left Mr. Gera- 
ayel with between 10,000 and 
15,000 men able and willing to 


. fight. The U.S.-trained and equ- 
ipped army is still the most pow- 
erful single Lebanese force but its 
morale was badly shaken last 
month by its defeat in west Beirut 
and the hills to the south. 

Tbe army controls the eastern. 
Christian, side of the "green line" 
in Beirut, the area around the Pre- 
sidentiaLPalace and Defence Min- 
istry ifo' the southeastern suburbs 
and a salient stretching towards 
-the strategic ridge town of Souq 
AI-Gharb, 15 kilometres sou- 
theast of the capital. It also has 
positions in the Christian enclave 
northeast of Beirut. 

The opposition forces oppose 
the use of the army in internal con- 
flicts and want to sec a radical ove- 
rhaul of its Christian-dominated 
command structure. 

2. The "Lebanese Forces": 
Founded during tbe 1975-76 cml 
war by Bashir Gemayel, tbe pre- 
sident’s assassinated brother. Tbe 
“Lebanese Forces” brought tog- 
ether the aimed strength of tbe 
main right-wing Christian fac- 
tions. The Falangist Party led by 
the president’s father Pierre, has 
traditionally dominated the mil- 
itia’s policy but under new com- 
mander Fadi Frem it has begun to 
show some degree of political ind- 
ependence. 

The militia is the best organised 
in Lebanon, with conscription, 
barracks, uniforms and a taxation 
system to finance it. Its total 
strength (with reserves) is over 
10 , 000 . 

Consistently opposed to Syrian 
influence in Lebanon, the “Leb- 
anese Forces” was the natural ally 
of Israel. It took advantage of the 
Israeli invasion in 1982 to expand 
from its enclave north of Beirut 
into the mainty Druze Sbouf and 
Aley mountains but suffered a 
humiliating defeat at the hands of 
Druze forces when the Israelis 
withdrew a year later. 

The "Lebanese Forces” gro- 
uping was not invited to Lausanne 
but will in effect be represented by 
Pierre Gemayel and former Pre- 


sident Camille Chamoun.' 

The armed groups fighting Mr. 
Gemayel are: 

1. The mainly-Druze Pro- 
gressive Socialist Party (PSP), 
founded by charismatic socialist 
leader Kamal Junblatt (ass- 
assinated in 1977) and now led by 
his son Waiid. The PSP took con-, 
tool of the Sbouf ^and Aley mou- 
ntains last September and. moved 
into west Beirut with the defeat of 
the army there last month. An eff- 
ective community-based structure 
and substantial logistical support 
from Syria give the PSP an imp- 
ortance out of proportion with the 
numericaL strength of the Druze 
community, which accounts for 
about eight per cent of the pop- 
ulation. 

Tbe PSP wants to secularise the 
Lebanese system of government 
and dismantle the in-built pri- 
vileges enjoyed by the Maronite 
Christians, the Druze’ s rivals for 
over a century. 

Mr. Junblatt accuses Mr. Gem- 
ayel of trying to set up a one- party 
Falangist state in Lebanon and has 
called tor bis resignation and trial 
for “crimes against the Lebanese 
people". 

2. Amal, the ShFite militia led 
by lawyer Nabih Bern. The largest 
armed representative of Leb- 
anon’s largest religious com- 
munity, Amal has scored some 
spectacular successes in the last 
year and looks set to play an imp- 
ortant part in tbe country' s politics 
'for some time to come. 

. A sometimes uneasy alliance 
between secular westernised Shf i- 
tes and pro-Iranian fun- 
damentalists, tbe militia controls 
west Beirut and the heavily pop- 
ulated southern suburbs. It also 
has an important political pre- 
sence in South Lebanon, where it 
has led tbe opposition to Israeli 
rule. 

AmaTs numerical strength 
gives it a certain confidence and 
Mr. Bern looks more likely than 
Mr. Junblatt to compromise with 
Mr. Gemayel at Lausanne. His 


main immediate demand win be 
for punishment of those res- 
ponsible for shilling the mainly 
Shfite suburbs in the fighting last 
mouth. 

Like the PSP, Amal is organised 
by neighbourhoods. But the rel- 
atively low-level of foreign aid 
•.means its., sighting, force relies 
■ more oq automatic rifles' and 
. grenade-launchers thaa.on heavy 
artillery and armoured vehicles. 

3. Minor leftist and Muslim 
groups, such as the Lebanese 
Communist Party, the Murab- 
itoon (a West Beirut Sunni Mus- 
lim group which follows the Arab 
nationalist ideology of late Egy- 
ptian President Gamal Abdul 
Nasser) and the national Syrian 
Social Party (a mainty-Christian 
party which favours an eventual 
•merger between Syria and Leb- 
anon). 

Of tbe other politicians invited 
to Lausanne, only former Pre- 
sident Suleiman Franjieh, a Mar- 
onite Christian opposed to Mr. 
Gemayel, has a fighting force of 
any credibility. 

Mr. Franjieh' s Marada militia 
operates alongside Syrian troops 
in Lebanon's northern mountain's 
but has not fought a major cam- 
paign since the end of tbe civil war. 

Both Syria and Israel allow and 
encourage friendly local forces to 
maintain security in- their areas, 
but none of these groups will be 
represented at Lausanne. 

In South Lebanon there is tbe 
“Army of Free Lebanon” fou- 
nded by Major Saad Haddad. Fal- 
angist units also operate in the 
South but have recently received 
orders to amalgamate- with Maj. 
Haddad’s force. 

Tbe northern port of Tripoli has 
a myriad of local mili tia groups, 
dominated at present by the Sanni 
fundamentalist “Islamic Uni- 
fication Movement?' of Sheikh 
Saeed Shaab an. 

In eastern Lebanon, “Islamic 
Amal”, an Iranian-backed 
splinter-group of Amah operates 
with Syrian connivance. 


European elections test Greek Socialists 


fe Neocramos Tzafas 

Reuter 

ATHENS — Elections for the 
European Parliament next Jane 
are expected to give Greece's rul- 
ing Panhellenic Socialist Mov- 
ement (PASOK) an important 
test of its nationwide popularity 
after more than two years in* 
power. 

Politicians of PASOK, the main 
opposition conservative New 
Democracy Party and the Greek 
Communist Party (KKE) are now 
eyeing the European Parliament 
elections, scheduled for June 17, 
as the next barometer of Greek 
public opinion. 

New Democracy is hoping for a 
strong presence in the European 
Parliament. Since its dear defeat 
by PASOK in the 1981 national 
elections, party officials believe 
support for the ruling Socialists 
has eroded greatly through what 
they see os inept economic pol- 
icies. 

The KKE is confident of inc-' 


rearing its share of the electorate, 
while the Socialists themselves 
appear to believe that, despite tbe 
adverse economic situation, their 
outspoken, strong-willed and cha- 
rismatic leader, Andreas Pap-' 
andreou, will again lead the party 
to victory. 

The lingering economic crisis 
and controversial foreign policies 
are targets of criticism against tbe 
government. 

New Democracy says the Soc- 
ialists have been unable to curb an 
inflation rate running at over 20 
per cent. It says exports are dwi- 
ndling, imports rising and bus- 
inessmen unwilling to invest. 

Government officials say the 
economy has stabilised but agree 
that a promised period of growth 
has yet to materialise. 

An austere incomes policy has 
angered civil servants and the sal- 
aried class of the private sector, 
who find the cost of living rising 
much faster than incomes. New 
Democracy says voters axe des- 


erting PASOK, irked by the oon- 
: tinned austerity. 

Private industry accuses the 
government of strangling it by 
removing investment incentives 
and adding more corporate taxes. 

The latest test of PASOK’s 
'popularity was in Athens Bar 
Association elections last week.: 
New Democracy’s candidate for 
its presidency won 39 per cent of. 
votes against 33 by the incumbent, ' 
backed by PASOK and tbe KKE. 
In the last elections in 1981, the 
New Democracy candidate won 
28 per cent against 65 percent for 
the PASOK-KKE candidate. 

Mr. Papandreou told members 
of his parliamentary group after 
the elections last week that it was a 
disappointing performance for the 
party and that tbe electorate’s 
message should be studied. 

New Democracy also criticises 
'the Socialists for creating unn- 
ecessary tensions within NATO. 
Though keeping Greece firmly 
anchored m NATO and (he Eur- 


opean Community, Mr. Pap- 
andreou has often quarrelled with 
"his Western partners claiming his 
government has for the first time 
“a voice of its own.” 

The conservatives say that even 
the Arab countries, which he has. 
consistently courted, have given 
little political or economic backing 
in return. 

Political analysts here say that if 
Mr. Papandreou fares badly in the 
.forthcoming European elections 
he may implement radical socialist 
changes and bring about social 
nns he was reluctant to int- 
roduce during the first half of his 
term. Parliamentary elections are 
due to take place in October 1985 
‘at the iatesL 

The analysts believe Mr. Pap- 
andreou may have been tempted 
to call national elections for the 
same day as the European Par- 
liament elections, to renew 
PASOK’s mandate before public 
support falls below the safety 
level. 







Children pay for 


Iranian fanaticism 


By Georgie Ann e Geyer 


BAGHDAD — In an exclusive 
interview on the very eve of the 
reported attack on Iran’s Kharg 
Island, Iraqi leader Tank Aziz 
hinted broadly that the bloody 
42-month-old war was swiftly rear 
ching its final phase. 

“We were thinking they might 
stop after preliminary losses in this 
recent offensive” the deputy 
prime minister told me con- 
fidently, “but we believe tbe Ira- 
nian regime is prolonging the war 
because it is afraid that if it stops 
tbe war, it has to face all the pro- 
blems inside Iran that it cannot 
solve. But that is a very dangerous 
game. It is like a gambler who 
gambles to regain what he has lost 
but reaches the edge of ban- 
kruptcy.” 

When I asked him when and if 
tbe Iraqis would use the advanced 
weaponry they were obviously- 
hold back, such as French Exocet 
missiles, this coed intellectual of 
the regime smiled enigmatically. 
“We’ve always used the tactic that 
we must have some surprises for 
die enemy,” he said. “Ifyou want 
to win a battle you must have res- 
ources .to use when tbe enemy 
does not expect it. If he knows 
everything about you, he might 
.manage to. surprise.- you. As:«. 
.member of., the . .political lea- 
dership,! can.say only that 
' have weapons -we. have not used, 
yet — and that we will use.” 

In an even more astonishing 
interview on the night of the rep- ' 
orted attack on Kharg Island on 
Feb. 27, tbe founder of the ruling 
Iraqi Baathist Party, Michel 
Aflaq. spoke to a journalist for the 
first time in 20 years. Tbe 70-ish, 
Syrian-born scholar, formally dre- 
ssed all in navy blue and sitting in 
bis elegant office in tbe party 1 s bui- 
lding, had another message that 
tbe Iraqis want spread: The war 
has served to strengthen the Iraqi 
revolution by consolidating the 
people. 

He spoke of the war helping 


*by the tens of thousands in this 
strange war. 

J did not realty befievo it until 
men such as Zia Hawn, tbe mil- 
itary correspondent of the Iraqi 
newspaper AJ-Thswra, descr&ed 
to me what be had seen. “They 


T 


would just inarch a c ross the des- 
— "be said as we sat in tbe com- 


ert. 


people to “jump historic dis- 
such a way that a new 


tances, in 
Iraq is created — and a new Iraqi 
citizen — and that it can withstand 
all the shocks of the future ” 

From these and other int- 
erviews, from observing the sit- 
uation in Baghdad and from two 
days of touring tbe front lines 
where the original mid-February 
“decisivie" Iranian attacks began 
near Basra in the south, I can only 
jfxmctade: 

(1) The Iraqis are moving from 
a position of strength, having sto- 
pped the Iranian offensive: 

(2) They have chosen this as the 
moment to try to end the costly 
and bloody conflict and 

(3) That they took the reported 
spectacular Kharg Island step, 
which I predicted would occur 
months ago, m order finally to 
involve the United States, Wes- 
tern Europe and. Japan in the den- 
ouncement of the conflict. 

When I last visited Iraq, in Dec- 
ember 1980, tbe war was an obs- 
treperous “bad seed” infant of 
three months. It began basically, 
as Tank Aziz explained Co me 
then,' with ideologically exp- 
ansionist and fanatic Shf ite Mus- 
lim regime of the Ayatollah Kho- 
meini attempting to spread his 
revolution to Iraqi Suites, who 
'constitute 'more than 50 per cent 
:of the population. Tbe Iraqi reg- 
ime reacted by attacking Iran. 

It was touch-and-go then whe- 
ther the regime, would or could 
last out this war, which has taken 
an estimated 500,000 lives. 

Tins, year, the mood is totally 
different. While the Iraqi people 
unquestionably are war-weary, 
there is the sense of a turnaround/ 
The world, while not sympathising 
with the Iraqi regime, is mote and 
more horrified by the grotesque 
Iranian tactic of sending “human, 
waves" of rchookhildren to face 
modern Iraqi weapons. 


mawtH headquarters of die region 
here on tbe p i ct u resque Share Al 
Arab waterway. “Some came on 
bicycles and motorcyc l es. Some 
rjKTM* running, as in the 16th cen- 
tury. Some came in toe white 

robes of tbe dead, shouting "Allah 

Akbai*. Most are kffied m the 
non-mao’ s-land weff- before they 
even reach our .front.” 

In one of the central fighting 
areas, Mr. Hassansaid, he saw chi- 
ldren sent into mine fields to clear 
them. "Teen-agers were gathered 
there and sent across those fields. 

I talked with some oi the sur- 
viving childr en after w a r ds. They 
were 14 and IS, and even 12. They 
sent old men, too. 

More and more of these stories 
have been emerging. In Was- 
hington, an Iranian medical off- 
icer and colonel who defected in 
protest .confirmed recently that 
schoolchildren are brought to the 
front from tbe classroom. "Many 
of them are frofti peanut families, 
add they havebeetttaotttEsed ben- 
efits to thea^fehtiBei ff they vol- 
unteer. In some feasts, they have 
been brainwashed by the mul- 
lahs.” 

This man had wi t nessed attacks 
in which the Revolutionary Gua- 
rds of the Ayatollah Khomeini 
ordered the youths to take a hOL 
“At the end, they were just run- 
ning over bodies.” 

Tank Aziz, who as deputy 
prime minister is one of the most 
influential leaders of the Iraqi reg- 
ime, told me in an exclusive int- 
erview, "they bring tbe most wre- 
tched of their people and posh 
them to the front. With modern 
warfare, what can they achieve? 
.They are massacred before they 
hit our lines. We have taken to the 
war tbe best of our men — they go 
out and bring the most illiterate 
sectors from Iran’s illiterate cou- 
ntryside and push them to a mod- 
ern war. If they stop the war, they 
.have to create a situation in which 
the masses forget reality.” 

The reality re-asserts itself on 
this incredible battlefield. Our 
small group- of Journalists tra- 
velled for more than on hour thr- 
ough fortification after for- 
tification; Men dug into^rcnehes, 
tanka, bunkers, great nj walls, 
trucks arranged incfinck l ’-4he 
covered wagons of our wl.> West, 1 
artillery, then more of everything. 
By the time, we got to the actual 
battiefiqfd, which was smack in tbe 
most remote, ugly and endless 
. gray desert one can imagine, one 
had to question the sanity of a reg- 
ime that would attack here, in this 
tacti c ally impossible place, much 
less with its children. 

But the Iranian "tactic” is to 
make a great breakthrough in this 
Iraqi sout h land, which is mostly 
Shf ite, and thus to set the whole 
Middle East afire with a spo- 
ntaneous Shf ite Islamic Rev- 
olution. 

Part of Mr. Khomeini's str- 
ategy, if there really fa any, may 
also be to destroy what is left of 
the old regular Iranian army of the 
Shah by rending them ahead with 
the kids. Gem. Maher Abdnl Ras- 
hid, the Iraqi commander of the 
southern region, told me,“Icatft 
be positive of that, but there fa a 
possibility. We have r uytinpti that 
the artay fa definitely dis-' 
integrating. Effective command fa 
by Khomeini’s Revolutionary 

Guards.” 

Three yem ago when I wra res- 
earching this strange but revesting 
war;' a foreign diplomat -fa Bag- 
hdad told me thy fi ghting with 
Khomeimwash1ce“trymgtoh*ve 
a boring match with a madman.” 
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Scboot-chfldren waves 

EAST OF B ASRA — I toil not 
realty believe ii until I actually: 
eatne to these front lines.. Here, J 
heard firsthand- that the Iranians 
were sending “human waves,” 
very often schoolchildren, to toe 


isheer inadnefs. 

Meanwhile, the chirated keep 
ccmiug across, those who survive. 

■ And-When they dotf (find paradise 
on “the other aide? Mr. Hams : 
describes the does he saw in. tor 
northern battlefields; “they were 
.weepfagT* Washington Tons. 
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Britons seek better bill 
divorce aftermath 
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MONEY is s bigger obstacle to 
am i cabl e dworep ttwre any other 
tadudisg custody of chadcea. It 
fcttme stongjty when, over 
• thcneitf^wecta^D^perents, 
ei-husbanda, ■■ second- wives' *rf 
other >miefed jroqii t«B r 
*fcwe t» <^ohimoztt committee 
*tT 4m)iog with 'the ‘ gpv- 
‘‘■'fte t f ‘ „ •• .etmnea^s .matrimonial and ftmtify 
* ^ ■'■ ’ ': proceeding* bflL The committee 

: *hould not listen too hard- A noisy 
tug-of-war w£U do nothing to 
mtfce divorce less unpleasant for 

- r t%exteaday iiicr«sing numbers of 

• 'Batons .-^ sn^thfiir children — 
who go through it, 

ft. g; u iy fe rtfa odabk for now-. 
'■ - Bogie mothers to fear lest errant 
fu-Snutantf* be given the chance 
: toiSto^Xrff 8H responsibility for 
thcat?fo4(»iger-loved ones. It is : 
no less understandable for. ex- 
hns b an ds (»nd their second wives) 
to remsm anaan via ced that the 
bilT does enough to : check the 
“maintenance drones”, who, they 
confendt happily bleed their ex- . 
htafoaods until death - them do 
part. Finn gnidelines, not sob sto- 
ries, are. needed to help the courts 
make sensible' decisions. 

; to the past* legal and ethical, 
assumptions about divorce were 

• dearly reflected in financial set- 

- dements. As long as there was a 
shiner ' and a : smned-against in 
every divorce case, the aim was to 

-reward jn« deserts. In 1969, div- 
orce reform removed the notion pf 
guilt; instead, divorce was to be* 
regarded as a misfortune for both 
husband and wife. This principle 
was reflected also in the guidelme. 
the court to foUow in making fin- 
ancial settlements: the two parties 
were to be placed, as far as pos- 
sible, in the position they would 
have been in bad the marriage not 
broken down. This was very, odd 
— in effect, “ the contract has col- 
lapsed, but lei's pretend h hast’ r. 
But the aim was right: to give both 
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peojple the best possible chance of 
mtfcfag of a fresh start. 

Unfortunately, this noble aim 
proved impracticable from the 
start. The breadwinner (almost 
always the husband) cannot sen- 
sibly be asked to support him^if 
h» ex-wife, his chadren, and often 
a second family to boot, ont of the 

'same purse which previously kept 
only one household. The best 
thing about the new bill is that it- 
- removes this unworkable notion 
from the law. The worst thing is 
that it docs so without es tablishing 
any new principle for courts to fol- 
low in making financial set- 
tlements. Instead, it cobbles tog- 
ether a mixed bag of riahnw on the 
court’s attention, most of them 
remnants from existing' laws. Any 
children are to be given “first con- 
sideration” but, confusingly, a 
whole gamut of other issues is to 
be looked at too, including the 
income, needs, health, living sta- 
ndards, earning capacity, age, and 
' sometimes the conduct of both 
husband and wife. At the same 
time, the court is asked to consider 
the possibility of a clean financial 
. break. The biQ has therefore dod- 
ged the central question: should 
marriage entail lifelong financial 
commitment or not? Until this 
question is answered, the courts 
wffl remain confused. So will div- 
orced people and their families. 

An emotive issue is the question 
of “conduct”. Even after divorce 
laws were reformed to exclude the 
idea of guilt, conduct laws were 
reformed in awarding mai- 
ntenance. Case law found conduct 
relevant only when it was “gross 
and obvious?* — as one iudge pnt 
it, the kind of behaviour that 
would cause the ordinary mortal 
to throw up his hands and say,, 
“surely that woman is not going to 
Jje given any money.” The new bill 
aims to incorporate the case law 
into the statute book but, because 


some mortals throw up their hands 
more easily than others, there are 
fears the new wording could result 
in airing much dirty linen, and 
taken divorce law back to its sor- 
did pre-reform days. 

Nice, wouldn't it ’be, if the law. 
could pretend Use marriage never 
happened? This is impossible 
when it has produced children. 
The fact that their welfare has 
-been put first in the new bill des- 
erves a cheer. Why not go further, 
and make it the only con- 
sideration, as for as maintenance 
payments are concerned? Most 
maintenance claims are already 
made by women with dependent 
children. They should not have to 
submit a separate claim on their 
own behalf, when a major reason- 
why they cannot support the- 
mselves is that they are caring for 
their children. If it were made 
clear that a man had no financial 
ties to his ex-wife, only to his chi- 
ldren, maintenance awards for chi- 
ldren could be more generous. 
This would mean more ex-wives 
seeking social security benefits. 
But divorce- law will never have a 
clear rationale until it is accepted 
that, once children's needs are 
met, the needs of divorced people 
are not different from those of 
other single people. 

With no maintenance except for 
dependent children, marriages 
could be dissolved much like par- 
tnerships. In dividing capital and 
property between the two par- 
tners, the court could follow the 
principle that you get out of the 
partnership broadly what you put 
into it — not only in financial 1 
terms, but also in any sacrifices or 
contributions made towards it. 
This would be open to prolonged 
legal battles, but tussles over cap- 
ital and property are not as bad as 
those over maintenance: they 
happen only once. — The Eco- 
nomist 


Florida: A magnet for conmen 
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By Ste wart Rnmell 

Reuser 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Florida 
— Southern Florida with its sunny 
dimate and reputation as a hol- 
iday playground is gaining a new 
’ * mi<f more menacing repffi a t i pnL- 
comxtem^ -v.i : : 
. r i^ottgtgpis allege .that SL ithe 
past year or -so, well over SHK» 
million has been milked from tho- 
usands of investors by just three 
firms based in Feat . Lauderdale. 

- There seems to be no single rea- 
son why Fort JUuderdale, a resort 
town just north of Miami, should: 
become a fraud centre, but as one 
detective said: “ Bad gnys like sun- 
shine, too.” ' 

“There's also easy access to off- 
shore banking (in the Caribbean), 


easy access to drugs and what 
some perceive as a lax attitude 
toward criminal prosecution of 
white collar crime because of the 
priority given to violent crime,” 
says a senior official in the state 
comptroller 1 ! office. 

• 'Seeking to~ change that per- ’ 
•ceptiofli the authorities have, 
moved in the last few months to. 
dose more than 40 dubious pre- 
cious metals firms and telephone 
sales operations involved mainly 
in ail and gas lease “scams” or 
frauds. 

In one recent case, hundreds of 
people sent their savings to a com- 
pany called the International Gold 
Bullion Exchange (IGBEj until its 
two owners filed for bankruptcy 
last year owing, by various est- 
imates, between $40 million and 


7!) million. 

The bullion that investors tho- 
ught was being held for them in 
: IGBE’s vaults was nowhere to be 
found. 

Some 60ft investors who sent 
almost 56 million to another! Fort 
Lauderda&prectous metals firm, 

• also now 1 defifnet, received a total 
of 525,000, 541-each, iira recent 
court-ordered shareout of assets. 

The rest of the money taken in 
by Universal Precious Metals Inc. 
has not been found. 

* Although there is a popular idea 
that crooks are attracted by Flo- 
rida’s large number of pensioners 
trying to augment their income, 
the local conmen generally go 
after people in other states to 
complicate possible prosecution. 


Social transformation rules women’s rights 


A HUNDRED and twenty-seven 
years hive elapsed since the day 
when women workers in the Ame- 1 
rican garment and textile industry 
took to the streets of New York in 
demand for equal rights with men 
mates. The American authorities 
sent in mounted police and many 
'women were squashed dead under 
horses' hooves. 

In 1910, an international 
women's conference in Denmark 
decided to make the anniversary 
of this demonstration — March 8 
— an international day of sol- 
idarity with women all around 
the world. 

There is no doubt that since that 
demonstration women have made 
big strides towards achieving 
rights as full participants in social 
life, but, neverthless, the struggle 
for emancipation still has a long 
way to go. The gruesome but yet 
heroic incident March 8th com- 
memorates all but proves that the 
struggle for women* s rights cannot 
be detached from the economic, 
social and political reality in which 
she lives. 

Unfortunately, the course many 
women liberation movements in 
the West have followed has dwa- 
rfed the struggle to emancipate . 
women into a narrow conflict 
vis-a-vis men instead of struggling 
against the chauvinist and re- 
actionary values and the social ins- 
titutions they reflect. That does 


not apply, however, to all Western 
liberation movements, par- 
ticularly those actively involved in 
soda! and international causes of 
seeking peace and justice. 

The struggle to emancipate 
women is essentially the struggle 
to emancipate humanity from all 
values and rules tht enslave and 
dehumanise both men and 
women. The form of this struggle 
takes, and its dimensions are def- 
ined by the" social, economic, cul- 
tural and political conditions that 
differentiate one society from 
another. 

Western prejudice 

There is a strong tendency in the 
West to view the East and Islamic 
societies as “back ward” and “rea- 
ctionary" regarding the status of 
women. We do not deny that des- 
pite all the achievements, the 
Arab World has made over the 
past few decades, we still live in a 
society where women, in general, 
still occupy an inferior status, and 
that where killing pf women “for 
honour” is not yet a totally- 
condemned norm. But, it is ahis- 
torical and unscientific to view 
ascendency of Arab men over 
Arab women to stem from the 
substance of the Arab World. 

Furthermore, it is wrong to 
think that exploitation of women 
is exclusive to the East and that 


By Lamis K. Andoni 

Western women have achieved 
total emancipation. 

It is true that working women of 
the West through their long ted- 
ious and arduous struggle and sac- 
rifices have been able to earn 
many of their usurped rights, but 
women in a post-industrial society 
are still depicted, in commercials 
and movies, as mere “sex sym- 
bols” in which they are reduced to 
“commodities”. 

Therefore, the struggle for 
women’s liberation continues all 
over, but it is mainly a question of 
the level of economic and social 
development that differentiates 
the status of women m different 
societies. 

Centuries of submission 

Those who are discreet enough 
to consider the dynamics of the 
historical process will admit that 
the centuries during which the 
Arab 'World had succumbed to 
foreign colonisation have dis- 
torted the course of its dev- 
elopment. This is no justification 
for self-generated Arab exp- 
loitation of their women by loo- 
king up “external factors," but 
foreign subjugation deprives botb 
men and women (of the sub- 
jugated nation) from this rights 
and dignity. Yet, considering that 
throughout history, and for rea- 
sons that axe not the subject of this 


article, women have come to occ- 
upy an inferior status in human 
societies. Therefore, women in 
periods of foreign occupation suf- 
fer from double if not triple opp- 
ression in the case of those cru- 
shed by poverty. Hence, even if 
foreign domination might act as 1 * a 
civilising factor'' specially to rhe 
upper stratas of a society, and can 
transcend “ Western” norms to the 
people under occupation, but the 
impact remains “superficial” as it 
is not accompanied by a real res- 
haping of the infrastructure of 
such a society. 

Many years have passed since 
the attainment of political ind- 
ependence by most of the Arab 
countries, except for Palestine, 
from immediate foreign dom- 
ination; and the struggle for pro- 
gress has made considerable str- 
ides in which women have taken 
pan in the long tedious drive for 
change, thpugh not as equal par- 
tners. 

Nonetheless, this does not neg- 
ate that women In Jordan are inc- 
reasingly becoming involved as 
active participants in the social, 
economic and even political life of 
the country (Jordanian women are 
actually practising their right to 
vote Monday). Yet, it is becoming 
clearer that that the recongition of 
women's right to vote in Jordan, 
import am as it is, does not by itself 


effect a fundamental change in the 
position of women is the lower 
rungs of society. For even their 
right to vote can practically work 
against women's interests if they 
are not free or aware enough tc 
make their own choices. 

Overall soifcial process 

Abolishing the exploitation of 
women requires radical changes in 
social institutions to enable 
women to participate freely in 
developing their society. 
Women's import ant. roje in society 
should be recognised and enc- 
ouraged by making it' accessable 
for them to increase, their awa- 
reness alongside with men and 
women by effectively putting an 
end to the stereo-type portrayal 
and orientation of Arab women as 
well as the female in general. 

Women in Jordan as part of a 
nation that faces a continued Isr- 
aeli threat and that is burdened by 
the great responsibility of freeing 
the occupied Arab territories sho-. 
uld be given the opportunity tq 
joint forces with men in the str-, 
uggle for national liberation. 

It is equally true that if womer 
cannot attain their rights, then 
role in the struggle will be dim- 
inished. while women's inv- 
olvement in the struggle has oth 
erwise proven to be a factor tha 
has relatively advanced women'- 
status in society', 


Truckers’ strikes reflect European frustration 
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By John Winn Miller 

Associated Press 

ROME — The strikes last month 
by harried drivers and customs off- 
icials, which came close to par- 
alysing Western Europe, showed 
just how fax the Common Market 
has to go to live up to its name. 

The truckers — Italian cam- 
ionisti. British lorry drivers, 
French routiers, Austrian fer- 
ufahrer, German brummis, Dan- 
ish lastvogns chauffoerer and 
Dutch vrachtwagen chauffeur — 
had had enough and brought West 
European transportation to a sta- 
ndstill for more than two weeks. 
So had some customs officials. Not 
all of them were angry about the 
same thing. French and Italian 
truckers wanted better com- 
pensation from their gov- 
ernments. Others wanted an end 
to what they consider harassment 
from customs officials. 

But most were tired of cum- 
bersome customs procedures for 
travelling through the 10 Eur- 
opean Economic Community 
countries. The procedures were 
supposed to have been simplified 
and made uniform in 1977 under a 
community-wide agreement. 

Trucks are the life’s blood of 


Europe, carrying the vast majority 
of aD freight moved across the 
continent — 80 per cent in France 
and Italy alone. 

But for truckers, getting from 
one point to another can be exc- 
ruciating. 

Take an average trucker leaving 
early Monday from Amsterdam 
on a 1 ,10U kilometre trip to Milan, 
Italy. 

A Dutch tracker told the Ass- 
ociated Press that it usually takes 
only 30 minutes to cross the Dutch 
border into West Germany. Cro- 
ssing into Austria can take up to 
three hours. 

By Tuesday morning, the tra- 
cker arrives at the Italian border at 
the Brenner pass. 

“That’s were Calvary begins.” 
said Italian tracker Gustavo 
Asper, using the suffering of Jesus 
on Calvary Hill to get his point 
across. 

“The actual process at customs 

— checking and stamping doc- 
uments and registering the vehicle 

— only takes two or three min- 
utes,” he told Turin’s La Stampa 
newspaper. 

“The average time for waiting 
in line lasts 12 to 16 hours,” he 
added. “Sometimes hours pass 
without a single truck passing thr- 
ough and no one can understand 


why.” 

Some European trackers get 
paid overtime by their companies 
for the wait or “stationary time” 
but not in Austria. Plus a large 
number of truckers are self- 
employed — 86 percent in Italy — 
meaning they lose their own 
money in customs lines. 

While Austria has 176 customs 
officials to man their side of the 
pass, Italy only has 30. The Aus- 
trians staff six truck lanes, the Ita- 
lians only three, which are open 
only 12 hours Monday through 
Saturday. The same problem is 
encountered at other border poi- 
nts in Europe. 

So the trucker from Ams- 
terdam. finally makes it to Milan 
by late Tuesday night or Wed- 
nesday morning, dumps his load 
and then starts back. 

If he takes an alternate route 
through France, he faces another 
problem besides slow customs 
procedures. 

“We never expect to make one 
trip through France without being 
-stopped by the police and fined for 
some trumped-up offence, like a 
dirty headlight.” a British truck 
driver, who asked not to be 
named, told the AP in Paris. 
“They cut the fine in half if we 
don’t ask for a. receipt." 


High Stewart of the British 
Road Haulage Association said 
•that the fines are all very legal 
“but it is an irritant because it 
happens more in France than in 
other countries.” 

Finally,- the tracker makes it 
back to Amsterdam on Friday or 
Saturday — a five to six day round 
trip — with dozens of different 
stamped documents, permits and 
inspection stickers from six bor- 
ders checks. 

All of this highlights the EEC 
inability to bring about uni- 
formity. Various commissions and 
governing bodies of the EEC have 
proposed unified customs since 
1977 to no avail. 

The EEC members couldn't 
even agree on what 'to dp about, 
the strike. Dutch Transport Min- 
ister Neelie Smit-Kroes asked for 
an emergency meeting of EEC 
transport meetings, but France, 
currently chairing the committee, 
refused. 

The reasons for the division are 
as varied as the countries involved 
— nationalism, protection of 
home products and just plain bur- 
eaucracy. 

“The countries have their ves- 
ted interests that they protect. So 
do the British," said Mr. Stewart 
of the British Road Haulage Ass- 


ociation. s 

But customs officials have com- - 
plaints of their own about beinje 3 
overworked and underpaid it? )' 
sometimes harsh conditions. 

In early February, both French * 
and Italian customs officials sta- ° 
rted protests at the same time anc 
European truckers launched tbeii l ~ 
own strikes. . u 

. Europe was -trapped in a gn- r, 
dlock of polyglot .demands that >e 

sometimes had little to do with the -- 

customs problems, and tbe str- ° 
ikers were more in control of then s 
leaders at the hotspots than the' e 
national unions were. e 

Plus there were three com- 
peting unions pulling differen i~ 
ways-r— tbei.Gomnwntft one ever j, 


The French finely ended th« 
strike on Feb. 24 when the gov 
moment sent representatives tt 
the border points and agreed ttj 
pay the trackers an average O) 
2.000 francs ($250) each. 

On March 1 , the Transportation 
Ministry announced that it agreea 
to cut value added tax (a form ol 
sales tax) on diesel fuel to hell 
reduce the truckers’ expenses. 

But in the meantime. Italian 
border points remained blockdc 
by both protesting customs off- 
icials and tfhckeTS. 
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HOTELS 
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Jl 


MISC. 
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505 a * . 3 -=^ n 

x The Regency Paluc<? Hot c! * i 


Join Our Programme Ai j&jiHny 

with CATS SHOW 
French Band CLAUD BESNOU 
British Singer Dorothy rahjly 

TASTE OF ASIA 
Every Sudsy Night 

At 4 

AL MADAFA RESTAURANT 
“FAR EAST SPECIALITIES” 


B l’ . i in* v . I uitchfiin Buffi-i 



Tel: 660000 / 15 



*Panoramic 

view 

* Relaxing 
atmosphere 
to the music 
of Boudi and* 
westor A 



*,«■*** 

for reservatiMtt 

**662831 

Shmeisani 


RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Alrconditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant . 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman! 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Open daily I 
12:00 - 3:30 p.mi. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 i 



SHAKHSHIR 


Executive Jet Charter 
and 

Air Ambulance Flights 
. Middle East and Europe 
For detaiis and reservations 

1 Cell Tel: #1894, 94484. 03408 (34 hr*) 
Tlx: 21608 WHIPS JO 


RjgntACar 



. Middle East HoicI 
AMMAN, JORDAN. 




r 



OASIS 
LOUNGE 

MSS A COUPUE OF 

CAREFREE HOURS. 
USTENfNG TO UVE 
EMTERTAI NMENT 
6 P.M. - K> P.M. 





Reg ina's 

amman's leading 
discotheque 
open every night 
from 9pJTL 
a meeting place for 
the dressed people 
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To advertise in 
this section 



Phone 666320 


Sunday 

Scrumptious Buffet 

(6.500 JD) 

Surround yourself with the 
cosy atmosphere of our 
Al Mansaf Grill and enjoy 
our buffet featuring this 
month, some very tasty 
Filipino specialities... 



AMMAN AND AQABA < 

Offer typical Chinese Mandarin cuisines i and 
take away 

For quick lunch: 1 soup 1 main dish,; 

1 rice 1 tea or soft drink JD 2.500 j 
Fully airconditioned j 


Amman 

Tel. 661922 P.O. Box 9676 
Wadi Saqra Road 
Near Holiday>fnn Hotel 


Aqaba j 

Tel. 4633 P.O. Boh 598 
Amman Road 
Near the Main Circle 
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OoNotLeave 
AMMAN Without 
Storing Eate n at 



Excellent FRENCH 
CuteJnee Sendee 

jp . - 


mum 

BEST STEM ROUSE 
IN AMMAN 

TRY THE THICK JUICY 

mmuismm 

& 


**** 


To advertise in 
this section 


'.dBm* 


The place for 
the Gourmet 


Delicious Cuisine] 
Fresh Fish 
Lebanese Mezzas! 
Excellent Service 

^ Tel: 842171 
842172 



SCANDINAVIAN 

SHOWROOM ■ 

rrv~ 

☆ Living rooms 

☆ Dining rooms 

☆ Bedroom sets 

☆ W^ll units 

☆ Lighting fixtures 
☆ClubB for children 
☆Modem Danish design 

☆ Feather upholstery 
☆Danish-Pack Homes 
☆Tax-free if applicable 

TaL 663880 Civil defence street 



. The youtnful 
style with an 
eye to the tutui* J 


(*9chinese£ 




m 
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Restaurant 

TAIWAN 

TOURISMO 

3rd Circle, Jabal Amman 
Opp. Akilah Hospital 
Try our specialities 
Peking Duck 
and Flaming Poi 
Traditional Chinese dishes 
Open daily 

teiOO - 3:30 p.m. 

4:30 p.m. - midnight 

Tel. 41093 . 
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CHINA 
RESTAURANTI 

ABOVE HO MAM 

SUPERMMSCET 

The first and best Chinese 
- restaurant 
in Aq t aba 

Take - away ‘ service ava- 
ilable 

Open daily 1 1.30 - 3:30 - and 6:30 
11: I JO 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 
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CROWN 

INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding. 



To advertise in 
this setttijp 


Phone 666320 
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Everton, Watford reach 
English F.A. Cup semifinals 


LONDON (R) — Second half goals by Andy Gray of 
Everton and Les Taylor and John Barnes of Watford 
earned the first division clubs a place in the sem- 
ifinals of the English Football Association (F.A.) 
Cup Saturday. 

Gray’s 47th minute effort gave 
Everton a 2-1 quarter-final win at 
Notts County and Taylor and 
Barnes, on target twice in two 
minutes, enabled Watford to dis- 
miss hosts Birmingham 3-1 in the 
other all-first division tie. 

Second division Derby visited 
third division Plymouth, arguably 
the most unlikely dub to reach the 
last eight, and forced a replay on 
Wednesday via a goalless sta- 
lemate. 


Sheffield Wednesday play cup 
favourites Southampton in the 
remaining tie Sunday. 

There was no change in the bat- 
tle between Liverpool and Man- 
chester United for the League 
Championship. 

Leaders Liverpool recovered 
from an early goal and beat Tot- 
tenham 3-1 while Manchester 
United, also at home, dismissed 
Leicester 2-0. 

The two clubs remain separated 
by two points. 

Everton, beaten only once in 1 7 
games and already in the League 
Cup final, put themselves within 
sight of a second Wembley app- 
earance this season when Gray 
broke the deadlock by firing home 
Kevin Sheedy’s free kick two min- 
utes after halftime. 

Kevin Richardson, given off- 
icial clearance to play despite a 
fractured wrist, put Everton ahead 


in the fifth minute then John Chi- 
edozie equalised for relegation- 
threatened Notts County 13 min- 
utes later. 

Watford, like Birmingham have 
never won the cup. but Barnes 
sent them on the way by opening 
the scoring in the 1 8th minute. 

His team mate Steve Terry put 
Birmingham back into contention 
by deflecting a Robert Hopkins 
cross into his own net in the 60th 
minute before Taylor and Barnes 
struck in the 78th and 80th min- 
utes. 

Financially-troubled Derby, 
who face a winding up order in the 
high court on Monday — the day 
of the semifinal draw — had suf- 
ficient experience to keep out plu- 
cky Plymouth, one of the English 
League's outposts. 

Tottenham, without a win at 
Liverpool since 1912, had the 
temerity to take a second minute 
lead through Gary Stevens. 

But Kenny Dalglish, playing his 
first full match since he fractured a 
cheekbone two months ago, lev- 
elled in the 41st minute. 

The absence through injury of 
chief goalscorer Ian Rush was 
hardly missed as Ronnie Whelan 
and Sammy Lee put the outcome 
beyond doubt with goals in the 
43rd and 87th minutes. 

Leicester ran out of ideas aga- 
inst Manchester United after hal- 


ftime and Remi Moses and Mark 
Hughes slipped through to score 
in the 52nd and 60th minutes. It 
was Hughes 1 debut in a full match. 

West Ham jumped into third 
place in the first division after a 
hard-earned 1-1 home draw aga- 
inst Wolverhampton but they are 
seven points behind the runaway 
leaders. Scott McGatvey put Wol- 
ves ahead in the 22nd minute and 
Tony Conee equalised eight min- 
utes later. 

Arsenal trounced Ipswich 4-1 at 
home — Paul Mariner and Brian 
Talbot scoring against their for- 
mer club. Mariner was on target in 
the 38th and S6th minutes and 
Talbot scored in the 51st. Tony 
Woodcock added the fourth while 
Eric Gates hit a consolation goal 
for Ipswich. 

A 54th minute penalty by Marie 
Reid gave holders Celtic a 1-0 
aggregate triumph over Aberdeen 
in the semifinals of the Scottish 
League Cup. 

Aberdeen almost took the tie 
into extra time in the eighth min- 
ute but Pat Bonner did well to stop 
a shot by John Hewitt. 

Celtic face Glasgow rivals Ran- 
gers in the-final at Hampden Park 
on March 25 for the second suc- 
cessive year. 

Dundee and Rangers drew 2-2 
and St. Mirren beat Morton 4-3 in 
the quarter-finals of the Scottish 
Cup. 

An own goal by George McG- 
eachie gave Rangers the lead after 
12 minutes. Ian Ferguson levelled 
1 0 minutes later but Rangers ste- 
pped up the pace and were rew- 
arded when Robert Russell vol- 
leyed home in the 25th minute. 


Witherspoon captures WBC crown 


LAS VEGAS (R) — American 
Tim Witherspoon captured the 
vacant World Boxing Council 
(WBC) heavyweight cha- 
.mpionship Friday night and pro- 
mpted his beaten compatriot Greg 
Page to announce his retirement. 

A disgruntled Page declared the 
split decision was ‘bullshit*. 

Witherspoon, wljio was the 
WBCs second-ranked contender 
behind Page, built up an early 
lead, faded during the middle rou- 
nds but finished strongly to take 
the title vacated by the undefeated 
Larry Holmes last year. 

"I hit him hundreds of times," 
said Witherspoon who was also 
unhappy with the- split decision. 

“Page was holding me on the 
ropes. In the middle of th«Gght I 
told him to fight more. I figVed he 
just got tired. He wasn't as tough 
as 1 expected.” 

Page commented: “He scored 
one or two punches. That's it. 
What about all the punches 1 sco- 
red? What’s with the scoring? This 
could only happen in America. Is 
this America or Beirut?" 

There were no knockdowns in 
the fight but Witherspoon’s 
strength proved superior to the 
speed and agility of Page, who 
weighed in 19V« pounds (8.5 kg) 
heavier than his opponent. 

Two judges, Lou Tabat and 
Jerry Roth, had 26-year-old Wit- 
herspoon winning 117-111. But 
judge Chuck Minker made it a 
114-114 draw. 

Both Tabat and Roth had Wit- 
herspoon winning six of the last 
seven rounds. Tabat had Wit- 
herspoon taking the lasr four and 
Roth had him capturing the final 
three. Minker, who had Page lea- 
ding after 10 rounds, gave Wit- 
herspoon the last two. 

Afterwards Page. 25, said: 
“This is ray retirement. Pm tired 






WITH LINGOPHONE’S 
RECORDED TAPES LIFE 
WILL BE MUCH EASIER 



PICK ANY LANGUAGE YOU 
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JOB FOR YOU. 
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of this bullshit” 

Witherspoon made the running 
for the first seven rounds, piling 
constant pressure on Page and 
forcing him to back off. 

In the eighth round the 6ft 3 ins 
(1.9 metre) Page at last showed 
some life as Witherspoon seemed 
to tire. Page hammered him with 
left-right combinations to the 
head over the next three rounds. 

In the eleventh Witherspoon 
went back on the offensive and a 
flurry of blows in the final ten sec- 
onds left Page distinctly unsteady. 

Witherspoon was making his 
second attempt at the title. He lost 
narrowly to Holmes in May. 

The win gave Witherspoon a 
record of 19 wins against one def- 
eat with 12 knockouts. Page’s rec- 
ord slipped to 23-2 with 18 kno- 


ckouts. 

On the same bOl Puerto Rico’s 
Carlos DeLeon, outclassed Ame- 
rican Anthony Davis to retain his 
WBC cruiserweight title with a 
unanimous 12-round points win. 

Davis, the number-two ranked 
challenger, had no answer to 
DeLeon's speedier footwork and 
more powerful punching. 

The 24-year-old champion 
dropped Davis to one knee with a 
solid right to the head in the ninth 
round but failed to finish him off. 

It was DeLeon's second suc- 
cessful title defence since reg- 
aining the crown last July. He now 
hopes to meet Witherspoon or the 
undisputed world light- 
heavyweight title-holder Michael 
Spinks. 


Americans dominate 
Tokyo athletics 


TOKYO (R) — Hurdlers Greg 
Foster and Stephanie Hightower 
helped the U.S. team dominate 
the international indoor athletics 
meeting here Saturday. Ame- 
ricans won all the track events. 

Hightower, a 25-year-old for- 
mer Ohio State star, started the 
Americans' winning streak by tak- 
ing the women's 60-metne hurdles 
in 8 37 seconds. World champion 
Foster easily won the men's 60- 
metre hurdles in 7.73 seconds. 

Sprinter Ron Brown was ano- 
ther American success. Brown. 
22, who has beaten U.S. superstar 
Carl Lewis four times since May 
last year, including an outdoor 
100 metres, won the men’s 60 
metres in 6.64 seconds. 


Brown said he would play pro- 
fessional football after the Los 
Angeles Olympic Games. 

China won three of the field 
events, including a victory in the 
men's high jump for world 
record-holder Zhu Jianhua. 

Zhu, a 20-year-old Shanghai 
student, beat Tyke Peacock of the 
United States, silver-medallist at 
last year’s World Championships, 
by clearing 2.27 metres after both 
men finished the regular com- 
petition having jumped 2.26 met- 
res. 

Philippe Houvion of France 
won the pole vault, beating Greg 
Woepse of the United States on a 
coumback after both cleared 5.40 
metres. 


Villa and apartment furnished or 
unfurnished for rent or sale 

The villa is a duplex consisting of salon and dining room, 
three bedrooms, three bathrooms, kitchen, four verandas, 
with own parking and garden. 

The apartment is a second floor one, consisting of three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, kitchen, and veranda all with 
central heating and deluxe finishing. 

Location: Tia'a Al All, Customs Housing Estate , behind the 
gardens. 

Call tel: 845415 between 3:30 - 9 p.m. 




r CHRISTIAN A 
DIOR 

| THERESE LOYER, 

H Christian Dior’s beauty expert is pleased to 
S announce that she will receive ladies to present 
5| the most up to date make up and cosmetics for 
Hfi the coming spring and summer seasons. She will 
Sg be available from 10 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. and 
* - from 4 p.nr. to 6 p.m. in the following pharmacies 
and stores: 



gWisam Pharmacy-Baiader Wadi Seer tel:' 
816911 Monday 12/3/84 
Samir Pharmacy-Jabal Hussein tel: 661898 
T uesday 1 3/3 

HSR La Rose Stores-Jabal Amman/Rainbow Str- 

5«eet Wednesday 14/3 

SS£ Al Khouli Pharmacy-Jabal Amman/ Sixth Cir- 

SSScI e/ tel: 812467 Thursday 15/3 

sss-JAl Waha Stores-Jabal Amman/ Seventh Cir- 

IBjpcIe Friday 16/3 

jSsRva’qoub Pharmacy-Jabal Amman Third Cir- 
ggcle tel: 44945 Saturday 17/3 
“-SggDajani Pharmacy/ Shmeisani tel: 669620 
SgSunday 18/2 

fi**Abu Shaqra Trading Centre-Baiader Wadi 


^fdseer, Al Bayer Building, tel: 817173, tel: 
81 81 73 Monday and Tuesday 19/3 and 20/3/ 


New policies to be defined 
for football association 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of Culture and Youth Abdnfiih KMM 

was quoted by AIRs’i newspaper assayhig^wffldEinii inewpaHcks 

for the Jordanian FootbaD Associative in the coming fe w day. 
plans to be 

clubs around the country to study closely ***** 

minister said. The Ministry of Cntore aad 

plans and preparing studies aimed at promoting the amoctettoos 

activities in various regions, he added. ■ ■ ... 

He said that pari of the new plan is to organise cbampwnsfcftM to 
every goveraorotewitb the aim of selecting a Mjtio^ ! **** ** 

govenwrates. The ministry does not complain of lack o f hinds and will 
definitely offer financial support to all 

close down dubs which do not have any activities, the minister con- 
cluded. 


Cycling chief returns 
from Iraq visit 

AMMAN (J.T.) — President or the Jordanian Cycling Federation 
Mohammad Hamd&n returned to Amman from Baghdad Friday eve- 
ning having made arrangements for the Jordanian cydbts training 
camp and after bolding talks with the Iraqi Cycling Federation. 

The t iftVf resulted in agreement between the two federations on a 
number of points. These included the despatch of four Jordanian 
referees to attend in the international training course which will be 
held hi Baghdad next June, organising a training course for Jordanian 
coaches in July, hosting Iraqi national cycling team In Jordan for 
bolding a training camp in September and requesting that both fed- 
erations apply for affiliation to the Asian Cyclic Federation. 

McEnroe reaches Belgian 
indoor tennis final 

BRUSSELS (R). — John McE- 
nroe crushed unseeded Thomas 
Hogstedt of Sweden 6-3. 6-1 in 
the Belgian Indoor Tennis Cha- 
mpionship here Saturday to book 
a place m Sunday's final. 

Afterwards the world’s top- 
ranked player said: “I could be 
playing as well.or better than I've 
ever played.” 

His form here adds con- 
siderable weight to that statement. 

He has dropped only 13 games in 
four matches this week and has 
not lost since December. 

Hogstedt. who had to play three 
qualifying rounds before the cha- 
mpionship proper began this 


week, said he had attempted to 
contain the American with rallies 
from the back of the court. 

But his ploy soon came unstuck. 
McEnroe broke the Swede's ser- 
vice in the eighth game of the first 
set and then swept through the 
second, allowing Hogstedt only 
one point in the last three games. 

“Hogstedt was a bit tired after 
all his matches here and 1 made 
him run around a lot," McEnroe 
said. 

McEnroe's likely opponent in 
the final is world number two Ivan 
Lendl. He meets fellow Cze- 
choslovak Tomas Smid in the sec- 
ond semifinal. 


FOR SALE 

VW Golf GLS, 1979 model, black colour, sun-roof, tinted 
glass, with stereo-radio, duty unpaid. 

Please contact tel: 672995 


FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Consisting of two bedrooms, one sitting room, kit- 
chen, colour TV, central heating and telephone. The 
flat is newly decorated and is situated in a very quiet 
area. Opposite to Alia accommodation in Marj Al- 
Hammam. 7 km from 7th Circle. 

For contact telephone: 812215 


REQUIRED 

Salesman required for book distribution who is also 
marketing audio and video tapes plus teaching aids. 
Good Arabic and English together with at least two 
years experience in book selling to institutes, schools 
and book shops. Car is needed. 

Applications to P.O. Box 926318,. Amman, Jordan. 
With complete CV. giving telephone and mailing add- 
ress for quick contact 


REGIONAL OFFICE FORTHE MIDDLE 
EAST AND NORTH AFRICA 
(MENA) 

UNICEF, temporarily establishing its Regional Office for 
the Middle East and North Africa in Amman, is interested in 
establishing contact with: 

Printers 

Professional Translators (English Arabic - Arabic English) 
Graffic Designers 
Free-lance Reporters 
Professional Photographers 

All those interested should come to the Amra Hotel room 
1107 wftft samples of their work, on Monday and Tuesday 
March 12-13 between 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 



Cinema 

CONCORD 

Tel: 44092-44280 
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Performances: 3:30, 6:75, 8:15. 
Additional performance Thu- 
rsdays & Saturdays at 10:30 
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(LHUSSEiN 

! Tel: 221 1 7 
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Performs nces: 12-3 - 5:30-6 


Cinema 

RfilNBOW 

Tel: 25155 








Performances: 3:30-6 - 6:30 


Cinema 

ZfiHRflN 

Tel: 23171 


Performances: 12-3- 5:30-8 


Cinema 

BfiSMflN 


Tel: 30126 <S> 
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Performances: 12-3- 5:30-8 


Cinema 

PALESTINE 

Tel: 22117 

1- NAMAK HALALl 

Amitabh Bachan 

"Indian Film" 

2- GIRLS SCHOOL’S 

DOCTOR 

Colour 

Performances: 12-3-7 


Cinema 

RflGHflDflN 


Tel: 22198 

PUKAR 


“Indian film' 

(Colour) 


Performances; 72^.5:30-6 
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OPEC committee recommends 
unchanged oil output, prices 


VIENNA (R) — A key Org- 
anisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) com rnittce 
decided Friday that the worjd oU 
market outlook is too uncertahi to 
allow, member suaes to increase 
production or raise prices. 

The market monitoring com- 
mittee of OPEC, fearing a slump 
m oil demand in the warmerspring 
in the northern hemisphere, dec- 
ided to keep output and prices 
unchanged at leart . until its next 
scheduled meeting hi Abu Dhabi 
on ApriL 17. ■ 

A year ago . this month a crisis 
OPEC conference set a pro-, 
duction ceiling of 17.5 mfllioobar- 
rels daily (hfd) and' a price for 
OPEC's" marker” Saudi -crude of 
$29 a barrel. 

United Arab Emirates Oil Min- 
ister Mana Said AJ Oteiba. who is 
chairman of the committee, told a 


-press conference after Friday’s 
meeting: 

'“We are stressing the imp- 
ortance of keeping the production 
ceiling at its present level of 17.5 
nuDion b/d and the price of the 
official marker crude at $29 a bar- 
rel” 

The oil market has firmed rec- 
ently, helped by a harsh North 
American winter and fears of dis- 
ruption to supplies from the Mid- 
dle East because of the Iran-Iraq 
war. . . 

But oil analysts said OPEC now 
faced the twin pressures of an exp- 
ected seasonal fall in demand and 
requests from members to inc- 
rease their individual production 
quotas. / 

Mr. Oteiba said the committee 
estimated that demand for OPEC 
o3 was more than 18 million h/din 


the first quarter of this year, but 
feared it would drop by up to two 
million Wd in the second quarter 
before recovering later in the year. 

He added that individual mem- 
bers were not producing above the 
agreed levels. 

The committee did not discuss 
raising quotas, despite reports that 
some members are dissatisfied 
with their allocation. 

Chief among these is Nigeria, 
burdened with foreign debts, 
which has unused oil output cap- 
acity of one million b/d. 

Nigerian Oil Minister Tam 
David-West was an observer at 
the meeting but did not present a 
formal request to raise output. 

He told reporters that that 
would come at the next full OPEC 
ministerial conference, set for 
July. 


U.S. proposes $117m aid for Jordan 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 

.AMMAN — The Reagan administration has pro- 
posed to Congress a programme of economic and 
security assistance for 1985 for the Near East and 
South Asia in which Jordan would get a total of $117 
million. 


U.S. jobless rate falls 

WASHINGTON (R) — The United States unemployment rate dec- 
lined in February to 7.8 per cent of the civilian labour force, con- 
tinuing a downward trend that has accompanied economic recovery, 
the Labour Department said Friday. 

The drop from eight per cent in January brought the jobless rate to 
its lowest level since September, 1981. 

Since the recovery began in late 1982, the jobless rate has tumbled 
2.9 percentage points. 

It started dropping in January, .1983 when it fell to 10.4 per cent 
from 10.7 per cent. 

Last month's decline in the jobless rate helped bolster the view that 
the economy was still expanding solidly in the current quarter. 

The number of people in. employment was 103.89 million in Feb- 
ruary. -up about 700,000 from January. 

Despite the many positive signs contained in the February figures, 
the report showed about 8.80 million people were still out of work. 

While that figures is down from nearly 12 million when the rec- 
ession was at its worst, it was stQl above the prevailing level of about 
7.5 million just before the economy started to sour in July, 1981. 


More British miners strike 


LONDON (R) — The' strike by British miners spread Saturday as 
thousands of men in the biggest coalfield. Yorkshire, and in Scotland 
stopped work with the official backing of their leaders in a protest 
over pit closures. 

The National Union of Mineworiters expected more than half its 

180.000 members to be on strike by. Monday. 

Blit officials of the state-run National Coal Board said there were 
pockets of resistance to the strike move. Calls for a national ballot to 
decide the strike issue were reported in some of the nation's 12 
coalfields. 

The dispute has been building up since last October when the 
union ordered a ban on overtime working in support of a pay claim. It 
worsened when board chairman Mr. Ian Macgregor mentioned a 
recovery plan to make the loss-making industry viable. 

The plan meant the phased closure of more uneconomic pits — a 
number have shut already with varying degrees of opposition — and 
the shedding of 20,000 jobs in the next 12 months in addition to 

20.000 lost last year. 

Miners' leaden condemned the proposals as butchery, hurled 
personal abuse at Mr. Macgregor and threatened retaliation. 

Mr. Macgregor has refused to back down. 

His officials say pitheads and power stations have 48 million tons 
of coal in stock compared with 57 million tons last October. With 
winter nearly over, they estimate stocks could last five months. 

The miners' leaders are likely to seek approval from railmen to 
curb coal movements and to send men from the militant areas to raise 
support m the moderate coalfields. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



"I think he's trying to make a point. He keeps 
calling me Varden'!" 


Unscramble mesa four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
1$ by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 
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THIS PLAYER 
'BOTCHEP* 
■HIS PART; 


Now arrange the rircted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as suo- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


■ “irw V v y v n ,j 

Print answer here: 1 I I I I ] 


Yesterdays 


Jumbles: ABYSS CLOVE 


(Answers to morrow) 
GADFLY BREACH 


Answer How he knew the cfock was wrong— 
ON THE VSW FACE OF IT • 




Gold price 
may soar 


SUN CITY, South Africa (R) — 
The price of gold, silver and other 
precious metals is likely to soar 
dramatically over the next two 
years, according to a group of con- 
servative economists who met 
here earlier this month. 

The reasons they cited included 
huge U.S. budget deficits, exp- 
ectations of rising inflation and a 
falling dollar. 

The predictions came at a con- 
ference in this entertainment 
complex organised by the Los 
Angeles-based National Com- 
mittee for Monetary Reform 
(NCMR). 

It was attended by around 300 
economists and businessmen and 
speakers included Mr. Owen 
Horwood, finance minister of 
South Africa, the world’s top gold 
producer. 

“Over the longer term. I have 
no doubt at all that gold will reach 
astronomical levels in terms of 
depreciating currency.” said Mr. 
James Blanchard, chairman of the 
traditionally-conscrvative NCMR, 
in addressing the conference. 

He said he expected gold to rise 
to $1,200 to $1,500 an ounce by 
around 1986 from its current price 
of just over $390, while a well- 
known gold chart analyst, Ms. 
Pamela Aden, predicted a price of 
several thousand dollars. 

Mr. .Blanchard and other spe- 
akers said that if even con- 
servative President Reagan could 
not control the U.S. economy, the 
election of a Democrat, with a 
greater commitment to social spe- 
nding, could boost gold by hun- 
dreds of dollars an ounce. 

One company at the conference 
js convinced silver is going to soar 
and handed out badges saying 
$127 silver”. The current price is 
$10 an ounce. 

- Some critics regard the 
NCMR’s views on gold and the 
economy as unrealistic, although 
the metal has attracted greater 
interest lately as a result of a wea- 
kening of the dollar. 


Testifying before the Senate 
foreign relations subcommittee orv 
Near Eastern and South Asian 
Affairs on March 8, Mr. Richard 
Murphy, assistant-secretary of 
state for Near Eastern and South 
Asian Affairs, said the assistance 
would be in the form of $95 mil- 
lion in foreigQ military sales 
(FMS), $20 million in economic- 
support funds (ESF), $2 million in 
international military education 
and training (IMET) and $87,000 
in Public Law 480 food assistance, 
assistance. 

In his testimony and citing what 
he called historic commitment to 
Israel's security and economic 
well being, Mr. Murphy said ass- 
istance to Israel will be $1,400 mil- 
lion in forgiven FMS credits i.e. 
grants. Also as grants is another 
$850 million in ESF of which a 
major portion will be provided in 
cash to support Israel's balance of 
payments to avoid having Israel 


draw dowa on its foreign exchange 
reserves, Mr. Murphy said. 

He cited Egypt as an active par- 
tner of the U.S. and'that continued 
support for Egypt is crucial to its 
ultimate success. In this regard 
Egypt would get $1,175 in for-' 
given FMS credits, $243 million in 
Public Law 480 food assistance, 
and $750 million ESF grant which 
consists of a $300 million com- 
modity import programme which 
will enable Egypt to import U.S. 
manufactured goods and com- 
modities and a $450 million in 
project and sector assistance. 

The emphasis on the later will 
be on rehabilitation and exp- 
ansion of urban water and sewer 
systems, increasing agricultural 
and industrial production and ins- 
titution building. 

On Lebanon, the FMS credits 
would be $15 million and IMETs 
$800,000. Mr. Murphy said the 
ESF request for $20 million ass- 


umes that the $150' million app- 
ropriated as no-year funds in fiscal 
year 1983 will be fully obligated. 
The 1985 programme will focus 1 
on housing, health and gov- 
. -eminent revenue generation. 

Under the heading of Middle 
East Regional Programme, Mr. 
Murphy said a $15 million in ESF, 
$3 million in development ass- 
istance and $2.29 million in Public 
Law 480 food assistance would be 
allocated. He explained that ESF 
win be spread over a $9 million to 
be used for West Bank and Gaza 
development projects to improve 
Palestinian life in them and a $5 
million to support a regional co- 
operation programme which con- 
sists of a variety of joint projects 
involving Israeli and Egyptian 
participation. 

The $3 million in development 
assistance will finance six ongoing 
regional projects as well as project 
design and evaluation. 

In other allocations, Oman 
would get $45 million in FMS cre- 
dits, $20 million in ESF and 
$ 100,000 in IMET. $1 5 million of 
the ESFs $20 million will be used 
for school construction, the rem- 
ainder will fund feasibility and 
design studies, technical' ass- 
istance and n-aining. 

The Yemen Arab Republic 
would get $30 million in dev- 


Car sales set to rise in 1984 


GENEVA (R) — World car- 
makers in Switzerland for the first 
major motor show of the year are 
looking forward to a continued 
recovery in the industry, but for 
some the road will be tougher than 
ever. 

Total car sales this year are exp- 
ected to be higher than in 1983. 
but the improvement will not be 
general and some companies may 
find it difficult to match their fig- 
ures of last year. 

While U.S. carmakers reported 
record profits of $6.14 billion for 
1983 and could make $10 billion 
this year. European firms are get- 
ting a bumpy ride from labour 
union demands, high investment 
costs and new foreign subsidiaries. 

A study by Data Resources Int- 
ernational (DRI), a leading for- 
ecaster, predicts that world sales, 
of new cars will rise to 3 1.3 million 
in 1984 from an estimated 29.5 
million in 1983. 

But it expects widespread dis-| 
parity in regional performance, 
with British and French carmakersj 
among those falling behind. 

Consultants to the European 
Commission expect car sales in the 
20-nation European Community 
to be unchanged in 1983 at 8.9 
million. They forecast heavy inv- 
estment spending and revenue 
problems for the European ind- 
ustry. i 

In Wfist Germany, Europe’^ 
largest carmaking nation, new reg- 
istrations rose 2.4 per cent to 2.4 
million in 1983, bringing sales 
back to the pre-recession levels of 
the late 1970s. 

German manufacturers believe 
that expansion will continue at 
home and that exports will rise 
from last year’s unchanged figure 


of 23. million, if all goes well. 

Mass producer - Volkswagen 
which lost 300 million marks 
($111 million) in)1982 and 1983 
because of problems in North and 
South America and the cost of 
launching its new Golf model last ‘ 
year, expects 1984 to mark a tur- 
ning point in its fortunes. 

But even in West Germany, 
overall growth may be slower than 
in 1983 and industry leaders have 
warned that recovery could be. 
wrecked if trade unions carry out 
threats to strike in support of calls 
for a five-hour cut in the working 
week. 

Luxury car producer Bay- 
erische Motoren Werke (BMW), 
which is failing to keep pace with 
demand at the moment, has said it 
will shelve plans Unbuild a sixth 
plant in Bavaria if a35-hour Week 
with no loss of pay is forced thr- 
ough. 

In France, austerity measures 
imposed by the socialist-led gov- 
ernment of President Francois 
Mitterrand are expected to reduce 
the domestic car market by eight 
per cent this year. 

New registrations there fell sli- 
ghtly to 2.02 million in 1983 from 
a record 2.06 million in 1982. 

But some French industry sou- 
rces say 1 984 could be better than 
expected if drivers continue to 
replace old cars with such new 
models as the Peugeot 205, the 
Citroen BX or the Renault 1 1 . 

The French hope these cars will 
help domestic manufacturers red- 
uce the market share taken by for- 
eign imports to 30 per cent this 
year from 32.7 per cent in 1983. 

Both Renault and Peugeot — 
which includes Citroen and Talbot 
— are cutting jobs as a move tow- 


ards robotisation. Such a move is 
not without its problems, how- 
ever, as proved by violence at Tal- 
bot in December and January. 

Britain's long-suffering car ind- 
ustry pulled itself together last 
year to make more than one mil- 
lion cars for the first time since 
1 979. New car sales rose 1 5.5 per 
cent to 1 .79 million. 

Imports fell marginally to 56.92 
per cent, and the rate of job losses 
in the industry slowed, though 
market leader Ford is facing wor- 
ker hostility to plans to shed 2,000 
of its 58.000 British workforce by 
closing a London foundry this 
April. 

The society of motor man- 
ufacturers and traders says 1 984 
might not be as good 1 983, as rec- 
ent improvements were inf- 
luenced by special factors such as 
easier credit rules. 

The society declined to predict 
how many new cars would be sold 
in Britain this year, but the DRI 
study published in November 
expects the market to shrink to 
1.66 million. 

In Belgium. General Motors 
Continental assembled 354,000 
cars in I9S3 — Nova Corsas, 
Opels and Vauxhalls — and exp- 
ects to produce at least as many 
this year. General Motors ass- 
embles most cars in Belgium. 

Spanish carmakers are worried 
that continuing low domestic 
demand and a possible future slo- 
wdown in exports could restrict 
the industry’s growth. Car output 
in Spain rose 23 per cent to 1.14 
million last year mainly because 
giant U.S. carmakers General 
Motors began making the popular 
Opel Corsa model there late in 
1982. 


Peanuts 


VE5, /WAAM.I ENJOVEP 
THE CONCERT VERY MUCH.. | 
fM INTO CLASSICAL MUSIC 



OF COURSE, SOME 
IUNCULTURH? TYPES TENP 
TO FALL ASLEEP BUT 
UJHAT CAN YOU EXPECT ? 




^SIVEHERA P MINUS, 
MA'AM ...WHIP HER 
INTO SHAPE' 

* IT 



Mutt *n 5 Jeff 

YOUR SHIRT 
AND JACKET? 



I SPILLED 
SOUP ON 
a BOSS' 


youcanYso 
AROUND HERE 
WAITING ON 
TABLES LIKE 



Andy Capp 



elopment assistance. $10 million 
in military assistance programmes 
(MAP). $1.5 million in IMET and 
$5 million in Public Law 480 food 
assistance. Morocco would get 
$15 million in development ass- 
istance, $15 million in ESF and 
$52.5 million in food assistance. 
These forms of economic ass- 
istance were intended to assist 
Morocco in this period of eco- 
nomic austerity and budgetary str- 


ingency, Mr. Murphy said. 

Tunisia would get $50 million in’ 
FMS credits. $15 million in MAP 
and $1.7 million in IMET. An 
ESF $3 million will go to fund an 
ongoing programme for Tunisian 1 
graduate students in the U.S. as 
Tunisia seeks to re-orient its tec- 
hnical sector from French to U.S. 
products and technology. $5.85 
million in food assistance is also 
envisaged. 


FORECAST FOR SUN0AY, MARCH II, 1M4 


Horoscope 

from the Carroll Rlghter Institute M. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: During the daytime, 
make a point that you do not respond to any difficult 
conditions beneath your own roof. Make sure that you 
do not raise problems. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) If you say nothing at 
home when the conditions are tense, you later see how 
bo have more harmony with your mate. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 201 The moniing may be 
difficult for you to meditate, but the evening is fine for 
that. Be charming. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Get into personal affaire 
quietly and forget the practical for now. Study your 
newspaper well for good ideas. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Don't get 
disturbed over the actions of others, but ma i n t a i n poise. 
Be at your very best tonight. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) A new acquaintance can be 
annoying in the morning if you permit. Later you can 
be with persons who have the right information.' . - 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Not good to be in the 
outside world during the day when you could get into 
some trouble, but the evening is film. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Avoid new contacts and 
ideas in the morning, but the evening is just fine for that. 
Be careful in motion of any kind. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Any duties you can 
handle today is wise to get out of the way early. Your 
mate may be moody, but very romantic in the evening. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) A partner is apt 
to be forceful in the morning, but don't agree to 
anything. Later you reach a better understanding. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Forget those tasks 
that can wait. Enjoy music. Then later you are more en- 
thused about what you have to do. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Handle those tasks 
that are important during the day. Later you can have 
a gala time and find romance. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Although family ties may 
he irksome, avoid quarreling; tonight you find all is har- < 
monioug.- Gain' the good^wifl xtl F a mily ..— — j 

IF YOUiLQ^LD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will • 
be one who can easily spot errors in written material and * 
should have the education slanted along lines where such 
an ability can prove most valuable. Must learn to finish 

whatever has been started. 

* * * 

‘‘The Stars impel: they do not compel." What you 
make of your Ufe is largely up to you! 

■? 1984. The McNaught Syndicate. Inc. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Marjorie Pedersen 


ACROSS 
1 Nut 
7 Military 
problem 

11 Curve 

14 Trouble 

15 Senator 
from Kansas 

16 Patriotic 
org. 

17 Hire 

16 Horseman- 
- ship exhi- 
bition 

20 Floor 
coverings 

22 Second 
childhoods 

23 Evaluated 

27 Sartorial 

article 


28 Nursery 
rhyme 
Margery 

29 NY campus 

33 Skilled 

36 Seers 

40 Amber des- 
sert wine 

42 "it's the — 
whole world 
over” 

43 Ship's 
accommoda- 
tions 

45 Up to now 

46 Ivanhoe's 
lady 

47 Bleating 
sound 

48 Song 
syllables 


Yosterday's Puzzle Strived: 



51 “O God, our 
help in — " 

55 Herb 

59 Heraldic 
term 

60 Drink 

62 Baby walk 

66 Devoured 

67 State 
firmly 

68 Gets 
around 

69 Kinsman: 
abbr. 

70 "Where have 
you —7" 

71 Yield 

DOWN 

1 Vigoda 
of TV 

2 Chaney 

3 Gathering: 
abbr. 

4 Bustling 
airport 

5 Wine drink 

6 Lees 

7 Increase 

8 News 

9 Bread 
spread 

10 "—we 
forget” 

11 Saw 

12 Furies 

13 Seal 

19 Brutes 

21 Oozing 


23 President, 
once 

24 Anwar — 

25 Dane's 
neighbor 

26 Merchant: 
abbr. 

30 Tidings 

31 “A rose — 
rose.-" 

32 Deified 
Hindu hero 

34 Rank 

35 Novice: var. 

37 Original 
word forms 

38 Ostrich kin 

39 Attack 

41 Uncooked 

44 Alfonso's 
queen 

48 Rounded 

49 Narrow 
ridge 

50 Even 

52 Stage 
direction 

53 Kitchen 
appliance 

54 Lever 

56 Bedouin 

57 Church area 

58 S-shaped 
curve 

61 Sea eagle 

63 Ike 

64 Deighton 

65 Superlative 
suffix 
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MX missile, B-l bomber 


under attack in Congress 


WASHINGTON (R) — President Reagan’s plans to 
boild more MX intercontinental missiles and B-l 
bombers are coming under renewed attack in Con- 
gress as. members look for ways to cut his 1985 
defence budget. 


Military analysts told Reuters 
that a consensus was growing in 
Congress that President Reagan's 
$305~billiori military budget for 
2985 muse be trimmed sharply 
and that the target should be such 
costly new weapons rather than 
existing forces. 

Some members of Congress, 
concerned about an expected fed- 
eral budget deficit of $1 85 billion 
next year, are ready to fight Mr. 
Reagan's proposal to build 40 
more MX ballistic missiles and 34 
of the B-l bombers. 

The administration plans to 
spend S5 billion on MX missiles in 
1985 and $8.2 billion on B-l 
bomber. The MX only narrowly 
won congressional backing last 
year. 

Pentagon officials, ack- 
nowledging that there may be 
cuts, fear that some of the new 
equipment they say they need for 
armed forces modernisation may 
be axed in budget cuts that could 
reach $20 billion. 


“There is a good chance to cut 
production money for the MX." 
Representative Joseph Ad dab bo 
told reporters last week." 

“The MX is the most vulnerable 
because we can make the best case 
for it not being needed,” said Mr. 
Addabbo, chairman of the House 
of Representatives Defence Sub- 
committee. 

Congressional opposition to the 
MX is focused on the fact that the 
100 missiles ultimately to be built 
at a cost of $20 billion will be dep- 
loyed only as a stop-gap measure 
until the small, mobile “raid- 
getman” missile becomes ope- 
rational in the 1990s. 

Opposition to the B-l bomber 
is also based on the fact that the 
aircraft would be in service for 
only a few years until the so-called 
“stealth" strategic bomber cap- 
able of evading radar detection is 
deployed. 

Mr. Addabbo told a press con- 
ference last week: "I think the B-l 
will die of its own weight.” 


Normally when Congress has 
cut defence spending it has taken 
money from operations and mai- 
ntenance for existing forces and 
left costly weapons programmes 
intact. 

Such programmes mean con- 
tracts for arms makers and jobs for 
constituents and members are 
reluctant to cut them, especially in 
an election year. Cuts in aircraft 
flying hours, ship time at sea and 
military construction overseas are 
less painful. 

As expected, defence officials 
testifying before Congress rec- 
ently have contended that Mr. 
Reagan’s budget strikes the right 
balance between buying new wea- 
pons to modernise the armed for- 
ces and providing funds for ope- 
ration and maintenance. 

Critics of defence spending, in 
Congress and in private research 
organisations, are increasingly 
saying, howerver, that the adm- 
inistration is committing too much 
money to too many expensive 
weapons. 

They say that while initial spe- 
nding for some of the newer wea- 
pons is small by Pentagon sta- 
ndards it will grow and force cuts 
in spending for combat readiness 
of existing forces later. 


London bomb blast injures 26 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Twenty-six people were injured in 
a London night club Saturday in 
one of a series of bomb blasts aga- 
inst Arab targets in the British 
capital. 

Most of the 2&rpeople injured 
when a bomb exploded in the bas- 
ement of the Auberge Club were 
discharged from hospital after tre- 
atment for minor cuts and bruises. 
At least three people suffered 
burns in the club, which is popular 
with people from the Middle East, 
police said. 

Earlier, a bomb exploded out- 
side a shop selling Arabic new- 
spapers in central London. It cau- 
sed no injuries. 

Bomb disposal experts also car- 


ried out controlled explosions on 
three others bombs, all in areas 
frequented by London's Arab 
community. 

Police, who believe there is a 
link between rhe explosions, say 
no group immediately claimed 
responsibility. 

Earlier (his month police war- 
ned of possible attacks on Libyan 
exiles in London and apolice spo- 
kesman said this was one possible 
line of inquiry. 

A police spokesman said one of 
the devices was placed along Pal- 
ace Gate, a road leading to Ken- 
sington Palace, where Prince Cha- 
rles and Princess Diana live. It was 
not immediately known if they 
were at home. 


Twelve bodies found in 


sunken oil drilling ship 


HOUSTON (R) — The bodies 
have been found of 12 of the 81 
missing crew of the oil drilling ship 
<Giotnar Java Sea, which sank last 
October during a typhoon in the 
South China Sea, theship’sowner, 
‘Global Marine, said. 

The Texas-based firm said the 
bodies, as yet unidentified, were 
.found during operations to survey 
"the sunken vessel. 

Until now, none of the missing 
crewmen had been located, but 
.there was speculation for weeks 
. after the sinking that some of them 
may have reached the coast of 
Vietnam. 

A company spokesman said 
surveying was expected to be 


completed in about one week, 
when the bodies would be taken to 
Hong Kong for possible ide- 
ntification. 

The 600-tonne Glomar Java 
Sea sank in about 300 metres of 
water during typhoon Lex on Oct. 
25, south of Hainan Island in the 
South China Sea. 

The missing crew was composed 
of 37 Chinese, 35 Americans, four 
Britons, two Singaporeans, a Fil- 
ipino. an Australian and a Can- 
adian. 

The ship was leased by Global 
Marine to a Chinese subsidiary of 
the Atlantic Richfield Company: 
which was searching for oil for the 
Chinese government. 
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FAITH MAKES DEFENSE EASY 


Neither vulnerable. West 
deals. 

NORTH 
♦ 953 
<7103 
OAKQ73 
+ Q54 

WEST EAST 
4KQ 4 A 76 

<952 «?87 

0 982 0 J 10654 

4AK9876 4J102 
SOUTH 
4 J10842 
VAKQJ964 
0 Void 
43 

The bidding; 

West North East South 
2 4 Pass 3 * 4 V 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of 4. 


Garozzo’s two club opening 
bid was the equivalent of one 
club in normal methods, and 
the rest of the auction was 
natural. 

West led a top club. East 
played the two and West 
dutifully shifted. He led the 


We are often asked: "Just 
how good a bridge player is 
Omar Sharif?” In an attempt 
to answer that question, 
about two years ago there 
appeared in France “Omar 
Sharif’s Life in Bridge." Now 
there is an English edition, 
translated and adapted by 
Terence Reese. It deals not 
only with hands played by 
your columnist, but also by 
many of the famous players 
with whom he was 
associated. This hand is one 
of our favorites. 

East and West were Pietro 
Forquet and Benito Garozzo. 


king of spades and followed 
with the queen. Most com- 
mentators expected the con- 
tract to be made. It is most 
unusual for someone to jump 
to game in one major and 
have five cards in the unbid 
major, so they thought that 
Forquet would duck the 
second spade. 

They reckoned without the 
prowess of the man who an- 
nounced the birth of his son 
with a announcement 
reading: “The world’s 
second-best bridge player is 
born!” Forquet overtook the 
queen with the ace and 
played a third spade, and 
Garozzo's ruff was the down 
trick. 

How did Forquet know he 
should overtake the queen of 
spades? He simply trusted 
his partner to have made the 
right play at trick three! 

Had West started with 
three or more spades to the 
king-queen, bis correct play 
after winning the king of 
spades would have been to 
lead a low spade. When he 
did not do so, Forquet paid 
him the compliment of hav- 
ing defended correctly. 


A week ago. Scotland Yard 
threw security cordons around 
London's major Islamic centres 
after receiving" solid intelligence" 
warning of attacks connected with 
the anniversary of the opening of 
Libya's People's Congress in Tri- 
poli. 

Police said more than 120 pat- 
rons. most of them Middle Eas- 
terners. were dancing and dri- 
nking when a bomb went off tow- 
ards the rear of L* Auberge about 
0415 GMT. Thkk smoke and 
debris filled the room as patrons 
fled. 

“ People were lying wounded on 
the floor," said Ahmed Khali. 36, 
who was treated for cuts to his 
abdomen. 



Chin lee-Chong 


Seoul 


rej ects 


tripartite 

talks 


SEOUL (R) — ■ South Korea Sat- 
urday again rejected a North Kor- 
ean proposal for tripartite talks 
with the United States and ren- 
ewed a call for direct dialogue 
between the two sides. 

Prime Minister Chin lee-Chong 
called the Northern proposal “a 
deception aimed at covering up 
thetr terrorism”, a reference to the 
Oct. 9 bomb attack in Rangoon 
which killed 17 South Koreans 
including four visiting cabinet 
ministers. 

He repeated Scours position 
that national unification was bas- 
ically a matter between the two 
parts of Korea, divided after 
World War II. He urged the North 
to agree to a meeting between the 
presidents or at least government 
ministers of the two sides. 

Mr. Chin's statement was issued 
in response to a letter North Kor- 
ean Prime Minister Kang Sung- 
San sent to him on Wednesday. It 
repeated the suggestion for talks 
between North and South Korea 
and the United States on the gro- 
unds that the stationing of 40,000 
U.S. troops here was a main hin- 
drance to unity. 

The delivery of the letter at the 
border village of Panmunjom was 
the second direct contact between 
the two Koreas in three weeks, but 
official sources here said they did 
not expect any dramatic bre- 
akthrough in the search for dia- 
logue. 


Anti-nuclear demonstrators 
clash with convoy guards 


MUTLANGEN. West Germany 
(R) — Demonstrators trying to 
stop Pershing-2 missile convoys 
leaving the U.S. Army Base at 
Mutlangen clashed with escorting 
American soldiers Friday, police 
said. 

They said a soldier was slightly 
injured while warding off a pla- 
card wielded by a demonstrator in 
the first such incident involving 
army personnel and anti-nuclear 
protesters since the Pershing-2 
missiles began arriving in West 
Germany last year. 

Police said the incident involved 
some 25 demonstrators who tried 
to block two convoys of 45 veh- 
icles, including 18 missile tra- 
nsporters, which were leaving the 
Mutlangen Base. 

A spokesman for the dem- 
onstrators said three protesters 
were slightly injured in the clash. 


A military spokesman declined 
to say whether the transporters in 
the covoys carried Pershing-2’s. 
NATO plans to station 108 of the 
missiles in West Germany. 

But referring also to the earlier 
model Pershing-l's based at Mut- 
langen, he said “we have been 
moving Pershings in and out of the 
base without their warheads for 20 
years." 

The demonstrators said seven 
of (heir number were detained by 
police Friday, bringing the total to 
about 700 since anti-nuclear pro- 
testers started an intermittent pas- 
sive blockade of the base's access* 
roads Iasi November. 

A police spokesman said one 
person detained Friday had been 
held for the 13th time. Police usu- 
ally release them after registering 
their identities for possible later 
legal action. 


FBI demonstrates new 
50-member rescue team 


QU ANTIC O, Virginia (AP) — 
The FBI's (Federal Bureau of 
Investigation), new, 50-member 
hostage rescue team put on its first 
public demonstration Friday in an 
acknowledged effort to frighten 
terrorists away from the Olympic 
Games and the National political 
conventions later this year. 

“The idea of this team waiting 
in the wings will provide a sub- 
stantial deterrent to foreign ter- 
rorists contemplating staging an 
act at one of the special events in 
the United Stares this year,” FBI 
Director William Webster told 
reporters invited to the dem- 
onstration at the FBI Academy 
here. 

Mr. Webster stressed that the 
team was civilian, not military, 
and that its most important mis- 
sion was “to save as many lives as 
possible." 

He said he had authorised rec- 
ruiting volunteers from the ranks 
of FBI special agents in early 1982 
because U.S. officials had ide- 
ntified a gap in anti-terrorist pla- 
nning. 

Mr, Webster said the gap exi- 
sted between special weapons and 
tactics, or Swat, teams of state or 
local authorities and the FBI, mid 
use of military units like the Delta 
Team, which organised the uns- 
uccessful effort in April 1980 to 
free U.S. hostages in Iran. 

The FBI director noted that 
using military personnel in the 
continental United States would 
require presidential approval, and 
that local and FBI Swat teams 
were slow in being dispatched to 


any hostage crisis in U.S. territory. 

The hostage team leader, Dan- 
ney O. Coulson, said the team's 
sniper rifles were custom- 
manufactured to fit the personal 
specifications of each sniper of the 
team, and that its submachine 
guns were manufactured in West 
Germany. 

Mr. Coulson said that in some 
training sessions, the targets shot 
back with wax bullets. 

The Olympic anti-terrorist 
squad has trained with other 
counter-terrorist teams in Eng- 
land, France, Netherlands, West 
Germany and Austria, be said, 
and some of the anti-terrorist 
teams in these countries came to 
the U.S. for training and con- 
sultation. 

Among several demonstrations 
mounted Friday was one, con- 
ducted completely in the dark, in 
which an uncertain number of 
team members fired a dozen rou- 
nds of ammunition into two target 
figures stationed less than a yard 
away from Mr. Coulson and ass- 
istant FBI Director Oliver" Buck” 
Revel!. 

In another demonstration, six 
civilians, including one reporter, 
were placed in three rooms as 
make-believe hostagesof nine ter- 
rorists represented by stationary 
targets. In a little more than two 
minutes, nine team members, clad 
entirely in black, diverted att- 
ention with a live explosive set off 
outside the installation, blew in 
one door, kicked in another, “kil- 
led" all of tile terrorists and freed 
all of the hostages. 


Hart picks up Hollings’ endorsement 


NEW YORK (AP) — Senator 
Gary Hart, riding a national pop- 
ularity surge reflected in two new 
polls, picked up the endorsement 
of former candidate Ernest Hoi- 
lings as the contestants for the 
Democratic presidential nom- 
ination headed toward next w- 
eek’s crucial primary elections, 
attention on Saturday shifted 
temporarily to lightly populated 
Wyoming where Sen. Han was 
favoured to outpoll former Vice 
President Walter Mondale in that 
state’s 23 county cay (or mee- 
tings). 

Both hoped to use thetr first test 
in the west to build momentum for 
the upcoming round of primaries 
and caucuses on “super Tuesday." 

Voting in the Wyoming cau- 
cuses wifi help determine 1 2 of the 
state’s 1 5 delegates to the national 
convention next July. 

Mr. Han said he was pleased 
“by the Hollings endorsement. 
The South Carolina senator said at 


a news conference Friday that 
Sen. Hart has “not only the ability 
to win, but the capacity to gov- 
ern.” 

“He brings a new sense of dir- 
ection to a Democratic Party 
grown oat of touch with too many 
voters,” said Sen: Hollings. who 
pulled out of the race this week 
after poor showing in Towa and 
New Hampshire. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Mondale que- 
stioned Mr. Haris appeal to 
young people. He told students at 
Emory University in Atlanta that 
“never has an age group been so 
intensely analysed.” 

Two national polls on Friday 
showed Sen. Hart running ahead 
of Mr. Mondale in a matchup aga- 
inst President Reagan. 

The Gallup Poll gave Sen. Hart 
52 per cent support to Mr. Rea- 
gan's 43 per cent among the 719 
registered voters surveyed March 
2-6. 

Likewise, a poll published by 



Gary Hart 

the nationally circulated new- 
spaper USA Today showed Sen. 
Han running better against .Mr. 
Reagan than Mr. Mondale, alt- 
hough the incumbent president 
bested both Democrats in that 


one. 


Official’s driver killed in northern India 


NEW DELHI (R) — The driver 
of a prominent politician from the 
north Indian state of Haryana, 
scene of Hindu-Sikh violence, was 
killed in an assassination attempt 
on the politician, the Press Trust 
of India (PTI) news agency rep- 
orted Saturday. 

It said Ved Pal. deputy speaker 
of the Haryana State Assembly, 
escaped an 'attack by unidentified 
gunmen Friday night. Two mot- 
orcyclists opened fire on PaT s car, 
killing the driver and wounding a 
bodyguard. 

A woman passenger in the car. 
Shanii Devi, who is another local 
politician and supporter of Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi's ruling 


Congress (I) Party, was taken to 
hospital with slight injuries. PTI 
said. 

The shooting occurred near 
Kama! town about 100 kilometres 
north of New Delhi, on the maio 
road linking Haryana with nei- 
ghbouring Punjab state. 

Both states have been hit by 
Sikh-Hindu violence during the 
past month in which more than 80 
people have been killed and sev- 
eral hundred injured. 

The agency did not link the att- 
ack with the spate of communal 
killings. It said police were still 
investigating the shooting. 

PTI reported that Haryana's 
Chief Minister. Bhajan Lai, iss- 


ued a statement condemning the 
assassination attempt. 

He warned that a cult of vio- 
lence and terrorism — a word used 
by officials to describe sectarian 
strife — threatened India's dem- 
ocratic society. 

Communal violence broke out 
after Hindu leaders organised a 
strike on Feb. 14 in protest against 
what they said was the gov- 
ernment's preferential treatment 
of India's 12 million Sikhs. 

Retaliatory killings quickly spr- 
ead ro Haryana. Both Sikhs and 
Hindus were among the victims in 
the prosperous farming region. 

Last week the authorities lifted 
curfews imposed on Punjab- 


India to get Western arms despite Soviet deal 


NEW DELHI (R) — Western 
countries will continue to sell 
India weapons despite the Soviet 
Union's intention to provide New 
Delhi with a wide range of new 
sophisticated arms, diplomats and 
defence analysts said Saturday. 

They were commenting on Fri- 
day’s announcement that India 
had reached agreement for further 
Soviet weapon supplies during a 
visit this week by Soviet Defence 
Minister Dmitry Ustinov. 

Marshal Ustinov, who led a 
55-man delegation, including Sov- 
iet Naval Chief Admiral Sergey 
Gorshkov, left New Delhi for 
Moscow Saturday. The Press 
Trust of India (PTp quoted Mar- 
shal Ustinov as saying he was dee- 
ply satisfied with his five-day off- 
icial visit. 

“The Soviet agreement is not 
unexpected and there is every rea- 


son to believe that the West will 
continue to have opportunities to 
sell weapons to India, if not more 
so,” a Western defence analyst 
told Reuters. 

Moscow is already India's main 
arms supplier. Indian officials said 
the new deal included fighter pla- 
nes. helicopter gunships, tanks, air 
defence missiles, electronic sur- 
veillance systems and submarines. 

An Indian defence analyst 
commented: “This is a chance for 
India to get in at the drawing 
board or prototype stage of rhe 
new weapons.” 

He added: “Soviet weapons are 
attractive. Unit costs are relatively 
low and payment is made in soft 
currency over several years, at low 
rates of interest and normally with 
a grace period.” 

Marshal Ustinov cancelled a 
visit to New Delhi last month 


when Soviet Leader Yuri And- 
ropov died. Western diplomats 
said the speed with which the trip 
was rearranged underlined the 
importance which both New Delhi 
and Moscow attach to Indo-Soviet 

linlrs. 


“ Moscow is concerned at 
India's policy of diversifying its 
arras purchases to include major 
contracts with the West. So they 
have to offer India more. It's as 
simple as that,” said one diplomat. 


But Western observers exp- 
ressed concern over die political 
implications of a reinforced rel- 
ationship between India and the 
Soviet Union. 

“There is a raising of the stakes 
as far as Pakistan is concerned. 
The arms race between the two 
countries is very dangerous." said 
a Western defence analyst. 


Soviets print Thatcher’ s letter on peace 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — A letter 
from British Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher that puts NATO's 
case on disarmament and peace 
was printed in full Saturday by the 
Soviet young Communist new- 
spaper Komsomolskaya Pravda. 

Her letter was a reply to cut-out 
peace notes that the paper pub- 
lished last December, urging you- 
ngsters to send them to NATO 
leaders in protest at the dep- 
loyment of U.S. missiles in Eur- 
ope. The notes said: “1 vote for 
peace.” 

The British embassy circulated 
Mrs. Thatcher's reply on March I 
and asked the newspaper to prim 
the letter, which said Britons sha- 
red Soviet fears about war and 
that NATO was a purely defensive 
alliance not threatening Moscow. 

The newspaper printed the text 
and beneath it a longer reply from 
Valentina Tereshkova, the first 
woman in space and now head of 
the Soviet women's committee. 


She told Mrs. Thatcher: “You 
write that you also vote for peace. 
Well, we would be happy to bel- 
ieve you. But, frankly speaking, a 
lot of wbat is happening in the hig- 
her echelons of the West hinders 
this.” 

Mrs. Thatcher had written that 
she voted for peace if this meant 
resuming the medium-range mis- 
siie talks broken off last year. 

The British prime minister also 
said: “A year ago we were faced 
by more than 1.000 warheads on 
Soviet medium-range rockets. 
And how many did we have? Not 
one." 


the Soviet Bloc as part of an ove- 
rall effort to mend East-West rel- 
ations and paid her first visit to 
Moscow as prime minister last 
month for the funeral of Mr. Yuri 
Andropoy. 

She apparently wrote her letter 
to Komsomolskaya Pravda after 
her return to London. A British 
diplomat who asked not to be ide- 
ntified by name said die letter was 
forwarded to the newspaper by 
the embassy with the request it be 
printed in full. 


In her reply. Ms Tereshkova 
said: “1 am no expert in this field, 
Mrs. Thatcher, but I do know the 
basics.” 

She said Britain and France 
between them had 1 62 medium- 
range missiles a year ago and they 
still existed. 

Mrs. Thatcher is on a drive to 
improve Britain's relations with 


It apparently was — thus all- 
owing young Soviets rare direct 
access to the arguments of a Wes- 
tern leader. 


“NATO does not threaten 
you." Mrs. Thatcher told her Sov- 
iet. readers. “It threatens nob- 
ody." 


She also stressed that the 
NATO allies had pledged never to 
fire a weapon — nuclear or con- 
ventional — unless attacked first. 


Thatcher said to have rejected terms 
of response to Argentina over islands 


LONDON (R) — British Prime 
■Minister Margaret Thatcher has 
vetoed latest proposals by her sen- 
ior officials aimed at improving 
relations with Argentina following 
the Falkland? (Malvinas) war, inf- 
ormed British sources said Friday. 

The sources said Mrs. Thatcher 
went against other ministers in 
rejecting the terms of a proposed 
Fbreign Office response to ideas 
put forward by Buenos Aires to 
mend the rift between the two 
countries. 

They said the proposed res- 
ponse was apparently rejected by 
Mrs. Thatcher because it con- 
tained a bint of long-term neg- 
otiations on the future of the 
South Atlantic islands. 

Mrs. Thatcher has consistently 
refused to discuss sovereignty of 
the islands, over which Britain 
fought a brief war with Argentina 
in 1982. 

The sources said the proposed 
response was put to Mrs. Thatcher 
for approval last week and a gain 
this week. On the second occasion 
she reviewed ft with other cabinet 


ministers, a majority of whom 
supported the Foreign Office line, 
but the terms of the response were 
still rejected, they said. 

The prime minister’s office dec- 
lined Friday night to say whether 
Thursday s regular weekly cabinet 
meeting included discussion of 
relations with Argentina. 

Buenos Aires is awaiting a reply 
to its latest ideas on restoring rel- 
ations which were put forward by 
the new Argentine government 
last month. 


teber government 

The original British proposals 
suggested the restoration of ties 
that existed before the fighting but 
they made no mention of any neg- 
otiation, now or in the future, on 
ownership of the islands. 

The sources said Foreign Office 
diplomats, in an attempt to break 
the deadlock, may have tried to 
soften the British position in the 
terms of the response put to Mrs. 
Thatcher this week. 


The Ralklands war severed dip- 
lomatic, commercial and cultural 
ties between the two countries. 

Argentina bas called for neg- 
otiations without preconceptions 
and without preconditions but it 
also insists that talks must include 
the 150-year-old sovereignty dis- 
pute. 


The ideas put forward by Arg- 
entina were part of tentative 
moves to heal the two-year rift. 
They reached London as part of a 
formal response to earlier pro- 
posals put forward by the Tha- 


Diplomabc sources said that fol- 
lowing Mrs. Thatcher’s reported 
rejection of her officials’ advice it 
was not dear how attempts to 
improve relations would proceed. 

Argentine officials have said 
President Raul Aifonsm was anx- 
ious to defuse the Falklands dis- 
pute early in his term in order to 
stabilise democracy in the cou- 
ntry. 


A settlement could help Arg- 
entina reduce the size of its armed 
forces, which have persistently 
intervened in the country’s pol- 
itical life during the past 50 years. 
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Policeman dies 

protecting 

travellers 


PEKING (R> — Chinese police 
officer Chen Gc was killed when 
he used his own body ro protect a 
bus of people from the blasi i>t a 
hoodlum's grenade*, the People’s 
Daily reported Saturday. The 
newspaper said the incident hap- 
pened in the northeast city of Jilin 
last month when Chen and several 
colleagues were searching the bus 
for two violent criminals. Hu Xia- 
odong and Zhang Oi- Chen spo- 
tted the pair in the comer of the 
bus but Hu jumped up. snatched 
the grenade from his coat and pul- 
led the pin. Sacrificing himself; 
Chen rushed at Hu and both were 
killed along with Zhang who was 
sitting beside his partner. One 
passenger was wounded. 


Real life thriller 
develops backstage 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — A real 
life "whodunnit?” developed 
backstage at an Agatha Christie 
murder mystery being presented 
at a Johannesburg Theatre. Police 
raid they had charged a stagehand 
with attempted murder after poi- 
son was found in a kettle used by 
the cast during intervals. The sta- 
gehand was arrested 15 minutes 
before the murderer in Christie's 
play “the hollow” died of poi- 
soning oh stage. The show went 
on. 


Bailiff arrested 
at Mondale rally 


MOBILE. Alabama (R) — A 
court bailiff was arrested at a Wal- 
ter Mondale campaign rally Fri- 
day night after secret service age- 
nts sported a gun under his coat as 
he approached the former vice- 
president. witnesses said. They 
said 76-year-old Clarence Mon- 
tgomery was taken away by the 
agents as he tried to shake Mr. 
Mondalc’s hand in a Mobile res- 
taurant. The Democratic pre- 
sidential hopeful had just given a 
speech to several hundred people. 
The witnesses said Montgomery, 
who works for a Mobile coimty 
coun. was accompanied by Judge 
John Butler as he walked towards 
Mr. Mondale, Mr. Mondale left a 
few minutes after the incident. 

T m certain it* s a mistake” Judge 
Butler said. “He certainly did not 
pull a gun." 


Soviets honour 
Yuri Gagarin 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet 
Union on Friday honoured the 
lace cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin, the 
first man in space, by issuing a pos- 
tage stamp and holding a meeting 
at which the commander of the 
Soviet Air Force attacked the U.S. 
space programme. The official 
News Agency TASS said the 
stamp was put into circulation Fri- 
day, the 50th anniversary of Gag- 
arin's birth. The stamp shows the 
cosmonaut, who died in a plane 
crash in 1968 against a bac- 
kground of a man in space and (he 
Vosrok spaceship in which Gar- 
garin orbited earth 23 years ago, 
TASS said. Top Soviet military 
and space officials gathered in 
Moscow on Friday for a meeting 
to celebrate Gagarin's memory, 
TASS said. The news agency quo- 
ted the commander-in-chief of the 
air force, Air Marshal Pavel S. 
Kutakhov, as contrasting the 
“peaceful development of int- 
ernational cooperation” in space 
with “the militarisation of outer 
space" he said was sought by the 
United States. 


Keys to 

10 Downing 
Street stolen 


LONDON (Agencies) — A set of 
keys to to Downing Street, official 
residence of British Prime Min- 
ister Margaret Thatcher, has been 
Stolen, officials said Friday. It was 
in a handbag stolen from Mis. 
Thatcher's journalist daughter 
Carol as she sat drinking ina wine 
barm London's Fleet Street Thu- 
rsday. A spokesman for Mrs. Tha- 
tcher said:’ ‘There are no security 
implications either for the prime 
minister or for Number 10.” The 
prime minister’s home has M a 
round-the-clock police guard. 
Miss Thatcher, 30, was also bel- 
ieved to have lost keys to the Tha- 
tcher family home in Chelsea in 
southwest London, as wdl as cash, 
credit cards, a diary and letters. 
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